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Mississippians  plan,  construct  church  building 


in  fast-growing  suburban  area  of  Chattanooga 


By  Jack  Honea 


On  the  slope  of  Lookout  Mountain  near 
Chattanooga  is  an  exciting  one-mile 
incline  ride  up  the  face  of  the  mountain. 
Getting  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  on  the 
incline  is  much  faster  than  the  winding 
switchback  road.  If  nerves  can  stand  the 
thrill,  it’s  a  ride  not  soon  forgotten. 

A  short  distance  to  the  southeast,  Bri- 
arwood  Church  in  Ringgold,  Ga.,  sits  atop 
a  hill.  The  journey  taken  this  summer  by  a 
group  of  Mississippians  on  behalf  of 
Briarwood  Church  rivals  the  better-known 
attraction  near  Chattanooga. 

That  ride  began  in  January  1995,  when 
Briarwood  Church  building  chairman 
Doug  Peterss  contacted  Jack  Honea  of 
First  Church,  Magnolia,  who  coordinates 
Baptist  volunteer  construction  crews. 

Peters  needed  volunteer  crews  to  build 
a  much-needed  education  building  at  the 
young,  growing  church. 

Briarwwod  Church,  started  in  1989  with 
four  charter  families,  had  outgrown 
its  space  and  lacked  funds  to  pay  for 
materials  and  labor  to  construct  an  ade¬ 
quate  facility  in  the  sprawling,  north"" 
Georgia  bedroom  community  near  Chat¬ 
tanooga. 

After  a  couple  of  months  of  planning 
and  organizing,  the  first  of  six  crews, 
this  one  headed  by  Don  Griffin  and  his 
workers  from  Ccntreville  Church.  Cen- 
trcville.  and  First  Church,  Louisville, 
arrived  in  Ringgold  on  the  weekend 
before  Memorial  Day  in  May  to  begin 
roofing  and  framing. 

The  volunteers  paid  their  own  way  to 
Ringgold  and.  in  many  cases,  gave  up 
a  week’s  vacation. 

Glenn  and  Rhonda  Switzer,  a  conduc¬ 
tion  partnership  team  from  Cliff  Temple 


Church,  Natchez,  moved  on  site  and  coor¬ 
dinated  the  various  teams. 

A  total  of  140  workers  from  every  walk 
of  life  toiled  under  the  tutelage  of 
professional  carpenters  to  raise  the  8,400 
square-foot  building  from  a  concrete  slab 
to  ready-to-paint  in  six  weeks. 

Local  church  members  joined  the  vol¬ 


unteers  whenever  possible,  saving  the 
church  about  $125,000  in  labor  costs. 

Others  crews  who  worked  on  the 
church  included: 

—  Second  week:  Gillsburg  Church, 
Osyka,  and  Mount  Pleasant  Church, 
Gloster,  led  by  Rogers  McGraw  of 
Woodville  Church,  Woodville.  Com¬ 


pleted  roofing  and  framing. 

—  Third  week:  Amite  County  churches, 
led  by  Lenny  Jones  of  Ccntreville.  Began 
installing  sheet  rock. 

—  Fourth  week:  Natchez  and  Copiah 
County  churches,  led  by  Albert  Parsons, 
pastor  of  Sardis  Church,  Hazlehurst.  Fin¬ 
ished  sheetrock  installation. 

- —  Fifth  week:  First  Church.  Magno¬ 
lia,  anchored  a  crew  of  52  workers,  led 
by  Jack  Honea,  from  16  churches  in 
seven  states,  including  North  McComb 
Church.  McComb.  Installed  ductwork, 
attic  bracing,  and  vinvl  siding 

—  Sixth  week:  East  McComb  Church. 
McComb.  led  by  Larrv  Wigginton  and 
Jim  Allen,  both  of  McComb  Installed 
lighting  and  flooring. 

The  ages  of  volunteers  ranged  from  15 
years  to  82  years  Thev  worked  10-12 
hour  days,  often  in  areas  of  work  with 
which  they  were  not  familiar,  givine  them 
new  experiences  which  will  benc’i!  them 
in  the  future. 

Mississippi  has  7.646  Southen  ••  ’tisi 
..Ccwrtruction  volunteers  each  year,  b  d- 
ing  churches  in  this  manner  saves  thou¬ 
sands  >f  dollars  tot  a  stuggline  church, 
but  the  construction  itself 's  secondary. 

The  relationships  established  between 
team,  members  and  the  local  church  con- 
gregation.are  life-changing  experiences. 

Couples  from  Indiana  and  Michigan  arc- 
now  part  of  the  Magnolia  team 
because  their  churches  benefitted  in  pre¬ 
vious  years  from  Mississippi  contraction 
crews,  and  now  they  want  to  give  back  to 
someone  else  that  which  thev  received. 

Honea.  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Magnolia,  coordinates  Baptist  volun¬ 
teer  contruction  crews  in  Mississippi. 


Mississippians  who  helped  construct  new  educational  facilities  at  Briarwood  Church. 
Ringgold,  Ga..  gather  in  front  of  the  church  sanctuary  during  the  fifth  week  of  construction  at 
the  fast-growing  church  just  outside  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  A  total  of  16  churches  from  seven 
states  were  represented  that  week,  including  First  Church,  Magnolia;  North  McComb  Church 
McComb;  Clift  Temple  Church.  Natchez;  Gillsburg  Church,  Osyka:  and  Byram  Church.  Byram. 
Construction  was  completed  in  six  weeks  on  the  8,200  square-foot  educational  facility. 


Secretaries,  take  note  | 


Church  secretaries  should  exercise  caution  when  minis¬ 
tering  to  their  pastor/boss  when  he  undergoes  a  personal  or 
professional  struggle,  warns  a  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
specialist  who  deals  with  pastor-staff  issues.  Norris  Smith 
says,  “Caregivers  tend  to  be  rescuers,  but  a  supportive  pos¬ 
ture  encourages  people  to  be  responsible  for  themselves.” 
Church  secretaries  should  be  clear  on  their  job  description 
and  seek  God’s  wisdom  through  prayer  before  offering  to 
help  their  boss  through  his  crisis,  he  advises.  “Suggest  what 
you  can  do.  Help  by  pointing  to  alternatives  for  help.  Refer¬ 
ral  is  not  rejection.  It  is  added  support,"  he  says.  Norns  also 
points  out  that  church  secretaries  must  often  deal  with  “gos¬ 
sip  mongers,  snoops,  and  information  seekers"  while  the 
pastor  is  struggling  with  his  problem.  He  suggests  three 
questions  for  those  people:  Have  you  talked  with  the  pastor 
yourself?  Would  you  go  with  me  to  talk  with  the  pastor 
about  this?  Do  you  mind  if  I  tell  the  pastor  that  you  came  to 
me  and  raised  this  concern?  “Don't  let  people  push  you  to 
violate  your  integrity/  he  stresses. 


Never  too  late  _ ~k 


Not  many  people  are  baptized  with  the  pastor’s  admoni¬ 
tion,  “You  may  never  see  this  again,  folks."  That’s  what 
Jimmy  Hammond  was  moved  to  say,  however,  just  before  he 
lowered  104-year-old  Joe  Raimes  under  the  waters  of  the 
baptismal  pool  at  First  Church,  Pinellas  Park,  Fla.  When 
Raimes  told  Hammond  that  he  wanted  to  be  baptized.  Ham¬ 
mond  called  Southern  Baptist  Convention  offices  in  Nash¬ 
ville  and  found  that  fewer  than  five  people  in  ihc  nation  were 
baptized  in  their  second  century.  The  other  two  baptism  can¬ 
didates  at  the  church  that  day  were  94  years  and  97  years 
younger  than  Raimes  “I’ve  never  seen  anyone  so  happy  to  be 
baptized.  When  I  told  him  the  dale...  his  face  just  lit  up,” 
Hammond  said.  Raimes’  son,  Alfred,  said,  “He  heard  about 
Jesus  being  baptized  by  John  the  Baptist,  and  he  wanted 
that."  Ruth  Norrie,  who  .  works  at  the  adult  day  care  center 
attended  by  Raimes,  remembers  when  the  date  was  set.  “He 
grabbed  me.  gave  me  a  hug,  and  asked  me  to  come  to  his 
baptism.  This  was  the  biggest  thing  in  his  life.  I  wasn't  going 
to  miss  it.” 


Looking  Back . . . 


10  years  ago 


Baptist  churches  along  the  Gulf  Coast  suiter  ma|or  damage 
and  arc  without  electricity  as  Sunday  services  approach, 
thanks  to  Hurricane  Elena,  ihc  most  dangerous  storm  to  hit 
Mississippi  since  Hurricane  Camille  in  1969 


20  years  ago 


Directors  ol  missions  report  that  Rankin  County  needs  a 
new  eliureh  each  year  to  keep  up  with  growth,  while  DeSoio 
County  churches  have  doubled  in  an  clturt  to  meet  needs  in  the 
fast-growing  suburb  of  Memphis. 


50  years  ago 


Wahalak  Church  in  Kemper  County  becomes  the  newest 
addition  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  when  eight 
charter  members  form  the  church  after  a  stirring  revivial  led 
by  Shuqualak  pastor  Joe  Abrams. 


! 


\ 

\ 
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Editor’s  Notebook 

Mission  fields  in  Mississippi 


:Guy  Henderson 


The  Magnolia  State  has  a  rich 
and  significant  history.  The  early 
settlers  had  a  sprinkling  of  Bap¬ 
tists  and  they  set  forth  to  carry 
out  the  Lord’s  work.  A  spiritual 
foundation  was  laid  and  for  200 
years  we  have  built  upon  it. 
Churches  were  built,  associations 
gathered,  and  a  state  convention 
was  organized. 

New  settlers  were  constantly 
arriving  and  Mississippi  Baptists 
met  the  opportunity  with  new 
churches  and  institutions.  They 
were  brave  men  and  women  who 
battled  a  wilderness,  fought  dis¬ 
eases,  felt  the  ravages  ot  floods, 
stared  hardship  and  deprivation  in 
the  face,  and  come  forth  victori¬ 
ously.  They  were  a  dedicated. 
God-fearing,  Christ-loving  people. 

As  Dowdney  said,  “As  a  spell 


camps  and  conferences,  disaster 
relief,  the  Parchman  ministries, 
and  new  mission  work.  The  goal 
of  the  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mis¬ 
sion  Offering  is  $705,350.  If  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists  gave  up  the 
equivalent  of  two  soft  drinks  and 
two  candy  bars  only,  the  offering 
could  go  over  a  million  dollars. 

This  work  is  just  as  exciting  as 
that  being  done  in  far  away  places. 
We  must  maintain  a  strong  home 
base  or  soon  there  will  be  little 
missionary  work  in  other  places. 
Soon  you  will  see  a  rust-colored 
envelope  in  your  church  and  hope¬ 
fully  there  will  be  a  strong  presen¬ 
tation  of  the  ministries  supported 
with  state  mission  offering.  Take 
the  envelope,  pray  about  the  min¬ 
istries,  and  give  as  the  Lord  has 
given  to  you. 


is  cast  —  the  mill  cannot  grind 
with  water  that  is  past.”  Nor  can 
we  survive  on  yesterday’s  dedica¬ 
tion  or  the  spiritual  victories  of  our 
ancestors. 

Fearfully,  we  are  becoming 
pagan  faster  than  we  are  becom¬ 
ing  Christian.  Our  population  in 
now  2.7  million  and  growing. 
New  people,  new  languages,  and 
vast  new  opportunities  are  thrust 
upon  us 

We  are  grateful  for  believers 
who  will  travel  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth  to  carry  the  gospel.  Now  we 
need  someone  who  will  travel  next 
door  or  across  the  country,  or  per¬ 
haps  to  me  Delta  or  the  Gulf 
Coast. 

We  need  to  get  serious  about 
our  State  Mission  offering.  We 
need  to  provide  the  personnel, 


State  Missions  allocations  support 
a  variety  of  ministries 


The  Fragmei 


A  page  in  history 


Informed  people  are  better  sup¬ 
porters  of  Mississippi’s  mission 
programs.  Once  a  year,  the  State 
Mission  Offering  is  the  vehicle  to 
fund  exciting  ministries  across  the 
state.  The  offering  1995  will  be 
allocated  as  follows: 

New  missions 
$174,000 

Grants  are  available  for  helping 
new  missions  purchase  property 
on  which  to  place  church  build¬ 
ings.  A  mobile  chapel  is  available 
to  provide  a  new  congregation 
with  space  for  Sunday  School  and 
worship  services.  Pray  for  the  con¬ 
gregations  who  occupy  one  of  the 
14  chapels  which  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  own,  that  the)  will  grow  and 
reach  their  communities  for  Jesus 
and  be  able  to  provide  a  perma¬ 
nent  structure. 

Central  Hills 
$194,000 

Located  near  Kosciusko,  Ccn 
tral  Hills  offers  a  place  for  camp¬ 
ing  and  mission  stud)  tor  RAs 
who  attend  each  summer  During 
1994,  2,893  pcopn-  enjoyed  the 
facilities. 

Camp  Caray Hu 
$  175.001 

Located  in  a  beautiful,  tree- 
shaded  area  of  Clinton,  (he  camp 
will  mark  50  >cars  of  service  to 
Mississippi  Baptists  in  1997. 
Every  summer,  GAs  and  Aeteens 
enjo>  life-changing  camping  expe¬ 
riences.  Adults  also  use  the  facili¬ 
ties  throughout  the  year  for  leader¬ 
ship  training,  retreats,  and  mis 
sions  aw  areness  conference.' 

Disaster  relief 
$35,000 

A  disaster  such  as  flood  fin 

hurricane,  or  tornado  brines  dis- 


church....  John  Gilbert  accepted  a 
call  to  Goodyear  Church  in 
Picayune,  and  Miss  Evelyn  George 
had  just  become  the  approved 
Nursery,  Beginner,  Primary  worker 
in  the  Training  Union  Department, 
under  the  direction  of  Kermit  King. 

Broadmoor  Church, 'Gulfport 
(J.D.  Aycock,  pastor),  had  reached 
80%  of  its  “Million  More  in  ’54” 
goal. 

Pastor  Troy  Prince  of  Carthage 
had  an  article  on  “The  Pastor  in  a 
Rural  Community.”  He  pointed  out 
that  these  communities  are  not  as 
isolated  and  are  more  educated. 
The  rural  pastor  should  have  a 
rural  heart;  if  you  think  of  the 
country  folks  as  “hicks”  and  “hay¬ 
seeds”  then  you  are  not  worthy  to 
be  a  pastor. 

(I  was  pastor  at  Society  Hill 
then  —  and  we  said  a  fervent 
“Amen”  to  that).  The  country 
church  is  not  a  dumping  ground  for 
worn  out  pastors  and  is  a  vital  part 
of  the  Baptist  team. 

Naturally  the  advertisements 
were  checked,  especially  the  edi¬ 
tor’s  statement  that  “Mississippi 
Baptists  just  cannot  keep  up  with 
Baptist  work  around  the  world 
without  The  Baptist  Record.” 

In  1954,  you  could  “Fill  up 
with  Billups,”  hear  better  with 
Sonotone,  get  fast  relief  with 
Capudine.  travel  to  Europe  and  the 
Holy  Land  for  $529.,.  and  Jack¬ 
son’s  Van  Winkle  Church  was 
selling  bonds  at  5%  interest,  to 
rebuild  their  church.  Thanks  to  the 
Fitzhugh  family  for  preserving  a 
piece  of  history.  —  GH 
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Executive  Committee  meets,  proposes  budget  workover 

By  Tim  Nicholas 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  budget)  does  not  mean  any  pulling  ian  Life  Commission,  $82,890;  Capital  needs,  $650,000;  the  Histor-  for  ministerial  retirement.  Also, 

vention  Board  (MBCB)  unani-  away  or  any  expression  of  being  Radio-TV  Commission,  $332,318;  ical  Commission,  $41,773;  the  Mis-  $460,667  is  set  for  board  capital 

mously  approved  a  1996  Coopera-  uncooperative,”  Upchurch  told  the  and  all  other  agencies,  $181,955.  sissippi  Baptist  Foundation,  needs,  and  $35,000  for  student  cen- 

tive  Program  budget  of  MBCB  executive  committee  which  Total  giving  to  SBC  causes  will  be  $220,786;  and  the  Mississippi  Bap-  ter  capital  needs. 

$23,280,983  on  Aug.  29  at  the  approved  the  budget  prior  to  the  $8,613,965.  tist  Medical  Center,  $200,000.  A  new  item  in  the  budget  is 

Baptist  Building  in  Jackson.  vote  of  the  full  board.  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  is  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven-  $1 13,209  for  church  growth  teams. 

The  budget,  which  must  now  be  MBCB  Executive  Director-Trea-  slated  to  receive  $500,000;  the  tion  owns  one-third  of  Baptist  That  is  money  shifted  voluntarily 

voted  by  messengers  to  the  Missis-  surer  Bill  Causey  told  board  mem-  Board  of  Ministerial  Education,  Memorial  Hospital  in  Memphis,  but  from  the  MBCB  departments  for 

sippi  Baptist  Convention  in  Novem-  bers  that  home  missions  work  is  still  $205,000,  a  $30,000  increase  to  provides  no  funding.  interdepartmental  projects  to  help 

ber,  is  2.98%  higher  than  the  1995^  in  the  37%  going  to  SBC  causes.  fund  additional  ministerial  students  The  MBCB  will  receive  the  churches, 
budget  of  $22,606,580.  “We’re  showing  it  this  way  at  Mississippi’s  Baptist  colleges;  the  $8,763,095,  plus  the  aforementioned  Should  the  1996  budget  be 

One  major  change  is  in  the  because  we’re  trying  to  be  com-  Christian  Action  Commission,  $249,530,  for  its  missions  and  exceeded,  additional  income  will 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  pletely  open,”  Causey  said.  Ordinar-  $23 1 ,82 1 ;  Christian  Education,  church  services  work  in  Mississippi,  be  divided  50%  to  Christian  educa- 

portion  of  the  budget,  which  totals  ily  that  amount  would  have  been  which  is  disbursed  by  a  formula  to  Included  in  that  amount  is  $650,000  tion,  25%  to  the  SBC,  and  25%  to 

37%.  A  sum  of  $249,530  of  that  sent  from  Mississippi  to  the  SBC  Mississippi’s  Baptist  colleges,  which  is  returned  directly  to  the  the  MBCB. 

portion  will  remain  in  Mississippi.  Executive  Committee  in  Nashville,  $3,854,544;  Christian  Education  Expanded  Church  Annuity  program  (See  related  article  on  page  4). 

That  is  the  approximate  amount  then  to  the  HMB  in  Atlanta,  and  ^ ^  mmmm ^ 
which  ordinarily  goes  to  the  Home  then  back  to  Mississippi.  THE  SECOND  FRONT  PAGE 

Mission  Board  (HMB)  and  is  Causey  noted  that  when  the 
returned  to  Mississippi  for  joint  funds  are  returned  to  the  state 
state-HMB  projects.  Each  of  those  through  the  MBCB  in  joint  ven- 
projects  is  funded  60%  by  the  tures  with  the  HMB,  it  “never 
MBCB,  40%  by  the  HMB.  showed  up  in  anybody’s  (MBCB 

This  quarter-million  dollars  is  in  departments)  budget.” 
addition  to  the  $1,695,460  which  Causey  said,  “Mississippi  is 
will  go  to  the  HMB  for  mission  pro-  going  to  take  care  of  Mississippi  JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

grams  in  other  states,  as  part  of  the  and  will  contribute  to  the  HMB  for 

$8,613,965,  and  given  through  the  other  areas.”  Thursday,  September  7, 1995 _ Published  Since  1877 

Cooperative  Program.  All  other  SBC  agencies  will  ” 

Budget  committee  chairman  receive  the  same  amounts  as  in  the 
Robert  Upchurch  of  Tupelo  said  the  1995  budget:  SBC  operating. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  asked  $189,771;  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
the  old  line  states  to  allow  HMB  to  $4,182,253;  Home  Mission  Board, 
direct  its  efforts  toward  pioneer  states.  $  1 ,635,460;  Annuity  Board,  $64, 115; 

“This  (new  way  of  allocating  the  SBC  seminaries,  $1,695,460,  Christ- 


WMU  exec  O’Brien  calls 
Rankin’s  letter  “divisive” 


Cooperative  Program 


The  following  is  an  edited  ver-  -  press.  Jerry  Rankin  did  call  our  the  polity  of  WMU  does  not  allow  - 
sion  of  a  statement  released  Aug.  office  on  Monday  afternoon  from  him  to  see  the  connection  between 


,  _  #  i  31  by  Woman's  Missionary  Union 

rf-i  f-f  n  nrv-f  1 1  ff  rOPH  m  C  Executive  Director  Dellanna 

cLlL  to  UV  v  tillw  X  CvUi  Li. U  O'Brien.  The  statement  responds 

to  an  Aug.  25  letter  written  by 
By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.  Jerry  Rankin,  president  of  the  For- 

Mississippi  Baptists’  August  months  this  year  posted  gifts  over  eign  Mission  Board,  and  mailed  to 
gifts  to  the  Cooperative  Program  $1.9  million.  pastors  and  WMU  directors  across 

amounted  to  the  second-highest  Bill  Causey,  executive  director-  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

monthly  total  in  (he  history  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  See  Rankin's  reaction  on  page  4. 

state  convention,  according  to  fig-  Convention  Board,  commended 

ures  released  Sept.  1  by  the  Mississippi  Baptists  and  urged  them  We  are  lurious  with  the  letter 
accounting  and  personnel  services  to  continue  their  faithful  giving.  sent  by  Jerry  Rankin,  written  at  the 

department  of  the  Mississippi  Bap-  “What  a  compliment  to  our  pas-  encouragement  of  Foreign  Mission 
tist  Convention  Board.  tors  and  people  in  the  local  churches  Board  trustees,  to  pastors  and 

Cooperative  Program  (CP)  gifts  who  are  committed  to  reaching  the  WMU  directors.  The  letter  is 
in  August  were  $2,289,262.  The  his-  lost  at  home  and  around  the  world.  inflammatory,  misleading,  and 
torical  high  month  was  January  “This  kind  of  stewardship  lifts  divisive. 

1992,  when  $2,421,924  was  given.  up  Christ  so  he  may  draw  men  to  Why  this  reaction? 

Barri  A.  Shirley,  director  of  himself.  Let’s  keep  Mississippi  We  were  not  informed  of  this 

accounting  and  personnel  services  leading  the  way  in  this  essential  letter  by  the  Foreign  Mission 

at  the  convention  board,  said  a  matter,”  he  said.  Board  and  had  to  hear  it  from  the 


large  volume  of  1991  year-end  con¬ 
tributions  that  arrived  during  the 
month  of  January  1992  were  posted 
in  January,  in  accordance  with 
accounting  policy. 

That  accounting  policy  makes  the 
January  total  each  year  appear  larger 
than  it  would  be  if  the  late  year-end 
gifts  were  posted  in  December. 

•“In  terms  of  a  ‘pure’  month  that 
doesn’t  reflect  any  late  year-end 
contributions,  August  1995  would 
be  the  highest  month  in  convention 
board  history,”  he  explained. 

Shirley  also  pointed  out  that 
August  is  traditionally  a  slow  month 
for  CP  gifts,  with  summer  ending 
and  school  beginning. 

Mississippi  Baptists  have  been 
bucking  tradition,  however,  giving 
$2,127,  075  in  August  1994  — 
another  top  month  in  convention' 
history  —  and  $2,289,262  in 
August  1995. 

August  1995  was  the  14th  month 
since  1990  that  CP  gifts  have  topped 
$2  million,  including  three  months 
this  year.  In  addition,  three  more 


Prayer  warrior 

David  Forsyth  (center)  of  Suitland,  Md.,  chats  with  Mississippians 
Alvin  and  Mary  Doyla,  now  Southern  Baptist  foreign  missionaries  to 
Nigeria.  The  three  met  during  a  Missions  Encounter  at  the  Jericho  mis¬ 
sions  festival  held  Aug.  12-18  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Conference  Center. 
Forsyth,  who  prays  an  hour  each  day  for  a  long  and  growing  list  of 
home  and  foreign  missionaries,  attends  the  Jericho  festivals  at  both  the 
Ridgecrest  and  Glorieta  (N.M.)  conference  centers  to  meet  as  many 
missionaries  as  possible.(BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


overseas  to  inform  us  of  the  letter, 
but  as  of  Thursday,  almost  a  week 
later,  we  still  have  not  received  a 
copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board.  Additionally,  it 
was  a  serious  omission  that  the  let¬ 
ter  was  sent  to  pastors,  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders,  and  missionaries, 
but  not  to  the  members  of  our 
Executive  Board,  erroneously 
termed  “the  WMU  National 
Board”  in  Dr.  Rankin’s  letter. 

Like  Dr.  Rankin,  we  too 
believe  this  action  will  have  nega¬ 
tive  impact  on  the  1995  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering.  When 
we  are  attempting  to  reach  a  chal¬ 
lenging  $100  million  goal,  many 
Southern  Baptists  will  have  sec¬ 
ond  thoughts  about  giving  because 
of  this  new  criticism  of  WMU 
from  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 
We  too  are  desperately  concerned 
about  the  message  this  sends  to 
our  missionaries.  However, 
through  our  frequent  contacts  with 
missionaries  in  many  conferences 
and  conventions,  through  corres¬ 
pondence  and  on  the  field,  we 
have  consistently  been  affirmed 
and  our  work  on  their  behalf,  com¬ 
mended.  We  have  assured  them  of 
our  on-going  support  through 
prayer  and  giving,  and  this  com¬ 
mitment  continues.  We  promote 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer¬ 
ing  for  the  missionaries  and  their 
work;  the  timing  of  this  unwar¬ 
ranted  attack  on  WMU  will  no 
doubt  have  its  damaging  effect. 

Contrary  to  Dr.  Rankin’s  state¬ 
ment  in  a  press  report  that  the  let¬ 
ter  was  not  designed  to  drive  a 
wedge  between  grassroots  WMU 
members  and  the  organization’s 
national  leadership,  it  would  be 
difficult  not  to  imagine  that  this 
was  the  purpose.  Dr.  Rankin’s 
apparent  lack  of  understanding  of 


local  church  WMU  members  and 
the  national  organization.  Is  it  pos¬ 
sible  that  he  does  not  know  that 
these  grassroots  members  elect  the 
members  of  WMU’s  executive 
board?  This  is  true  only  of  WMU 
and  not  other  SBC  entities. 

The  letter  leads  its  readers  to 
believe  that  WMU  intends  “to 
abandon”  its  relationship  with  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board..  Nothing 
could  be  further  from  the  truth! 
Ninety-nine  point  nine  percent  of 
what  we  do  is,  and  will  remain, 
related  to  the  Home  and  Foreign 
Mission  boards.  Rather  tjian  "pro¬ 
moting  and  publicizing"  the  Coop¬ 
erative  Baptist  Fellowship,  we  are 
simply  responding  to  a  request 
from  churches  for  materials  which 
include  information  about  what  the 
CBF  is  doing  in  missions. 

Our  executive  board  has  taken 
into  consideration  the  concerns  Dr. 
Rankin  has  put  forward  from  time 
to  time.  Likewise,  we  have  for¬ 
warded  our  own  concerns  about 
recent  steps  by  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  toward  relying  on  out¬ 
side  assistance,  such  as  Global 
Focus,  which  erodes  confidence  in 
the  promotion  and  missions  educa¬ 
tion  efforts  of  WMU.  These  non-, 
traditional  methods  have  totally 
left  out  the  significance  of  prayer 
support  in  favor  of  “raising 
money”  for  missions. 

We  agree  with  Dr.  Rankin  that 
these  are  times  of  “unprecedented 
growth,  evangelistic  harvest,  and 
unlimited  opportunities  overseas.” 
It  is  our  desire  and  purpose  to 
equip  all  Southern  Baptists  to  ful¬ 
fill  the  Great  Commission.  We 
have  no  intention  of  aborting  any 
efforts  to  serve  “the  local  church  in 
missions  education,  prayer  sup¬ 
port,  and  promotion  of  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering.” 


/ 

' 
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Rankin  issues  response  to 
09Brien  statement 

Sept.  1, 1995 

I  am  surprised  at  the  anger  and  emotion  expressed  in  the  WMU 
response. 

Instead  of  speaking  objectively  to  the  matters  of  concern,  we  were 
criticized  for  sending  a  letter  which  sought  to  affirm  the  support  of 
WMU  and  express  confidence  in  our  continuing  partnership  at  all  lev¬ 
els.  The  fact  is  that  the  WMU  never  consulted  with  us  or  bothered  to 
inform  us  of  the  decision  to  produce  materials  for  the  CBF  and  we  read 
about  it  in  the  press  weeks  later. 

This  reactionary  statement  clearly  reflected  why  we  felt  it 
to  communicate  our  concern  to  pastors  and  WMU  ' 
churches.  There  was  no  acknowledgement  of  the  uniq 
and  its  disruptive  effects  on 

numerous  times  of  dialogue  with  the  WMU,  they  continue  to 
1993  program  statement  to  serve  the  churches  to  justify  ser  ' 

They  have  specifically  defined  their  role  as  no  longer  being 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  a  clear  departure  from  1 
cal  role  that  has  been  obscured  in  explanations  to  Southern  Baptists. 

We  are  only  concerned  for  the  support  of  our  missionaries  and  arc 
hopeful  the  positions  being  taken  by  die  WMU  can  be  discussed  objec¬ 
tively  and  any  misunderstandings  resolved. 


Conflict  paves  the  way  to 
U.N.  women’s  conference 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  The 
United  Nations  conference  on 
women,  slated  for  Sept.  4- 1 5  in  Bei¬ 
jing,  China,  has  been  encased  in 
controversy.  The  rub?  Whether  the 
meeting  is  viewed  as  a  global  dia¬ 
logue  on  women’s  rights  or  a  mech¬ 
anism  for  a  destructive  feminist 
agenda. 

Add  to  the  mix  that  China,  the 
host  country,  is  frequently  cited  for 
human-rights  abuses  against 
women,  and  the  division  grows  too 
deep  to  unite  politicians,  faith 
groups,  and  others  devoted  to 
democracy. 

In  the  United  States,  much  of  the 
furor  focused  on  the  administra¬ 
tion’s  decision  that  Hillary  Rodham 
Clinton  would  lead  the  U.S.  delega¬ 
tion.  Women’s  groups  applauded; 
GOP  leaders  and  pro-family  groups 
complained. 

Among  the  conference  oppo¬ 
nents  is  the  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission.  James  Smith,  CLC  direc¬ 
tor  of  government  relations,  said 
his  agency  stands  “against  the  pur¬ 
poses  and  intent”  of  the  conference 
because  of  its  “radical  agenda" 
concerning  the  sanctity,  of  human 
life,  definition  of  the  family, 
teenage  sexual  activity,  and  family 
planning. 

The  location  also  indicates  the 
United  Nations’  distorted  under¬ 


standing  of  human  rights,  he  said. 

James  Dunn,  executive  director 
of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee,  said 
his  agency  has  not  taken  a  position 
on  the  conference,  but  he  said  he 
was  disturbed  by  a  U.S.  State 
Department  warning  that  confer¬ 
ence  delegates  could  be  arrested  if 
they  take  their  Bibles  or  participate 
in  religious  activities  while  there. 

“The  warning  to  delegates  that 
they  should  leave  their  Bibles  at 
home  is  alarming,”  Dunn  said.  “It 
signals  the  serious  challenges  to 
religious  freedom.” 

Nancy  Schaefer,  member  of 
First  Church,  Atlanta,  will  repre¬ 
sent  the  SBC  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission  at  the  conference.  She  said, 
“It  is  ironic  that  a  totalitarian  police 
state  like  China  would  host  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations  conference  on  women, 
since  women  have  absolutely  no 
rights  there,”  she  said,  citing 
reports  of  forced  abortions,  forced 
sterilizations,  and  other  human- 
rights  complaints. 

The  U.S.  delegation  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  is  dominated  by  “radical  femi¬ 
nists”  like  Bella  Abzug,  Schaefer 
charged.  Meanwhile,  those  who 
hold  “pro-family  values”  —  such 
as  the  sanctity  of  human  life  and 
parental  rights  —  have  little  influ¬ 
ence  over  the  direction  of  the 
meeting,  she  said. 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

14  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East 
1(601)684-2900  McComb,  MS  1-800-748-8681 


FEATURING! 

♦  Josh  McDowell 

♦  Point  of  Grace 

♦  NewSong  4 

♦  Al  Holley 

♦  Ike  Reighard 


at  the 

Grand  Convention 
Center  &  Hotel 

^Pigeon  Forge, Tennessee 


Executive  Committee  hires  new 
WMU  worker,  OKs  expenditures 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

South  Carolina,  and  a  doctor  of  vention  board  be  paid  for  by  the 
philosophy  degree  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Alabama. 

Ellison  is  a  widow  and  has 
two  children. 

In  other  business,  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  approved  up  to 
$190,000  be  spent  to  replace  air 
conditioning  units  at  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly.  The  main  unit 
to  be  replaced,  a  150-ton  centrifu¬ 
gal  compressor,  is  18  years  old 
and  replacement  parts  are  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find.  Cost  of  the  service 
contract  for  that  unit  is  $18,000 
per  year. 

The  committee  approved  addi¬ 
tional  renovation  costs  of  up  to 
$35,000  for  the  Baptist  Building. 

Earlier  this  year  the  committee 
approved  $84,500  for  painting  the" 
inside  of  the  building. 

Other  renovations  include  new 
carpeting,  replacement  of  worn 
curtains  with  mini-blinds,  and 
some  pictures  and  redecorating 
items.  The  money  will  come  from 
the  operating  fund.  Unused  por¬ 
tions  will  be  returned  to  that  fund. 

The  Executive  Committee 
approved  a  proposal  that  any 
repairs  done  on  the  13  Baptist 
Student  centers  owned  by  the  con- 


The  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  voted  Aug.  29  to 
employ  Edna  Ellison  in  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
beginning  early  in  September. 
Ellison,  55,  executive  director 

■  of  Woman’s 
Missionary 
Union  (WMU) 
for  the  Califor¬ 
nia  Southern 
Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  since  1993, 
will  serve  in 
Mississippi 
WMU  as 
Women  in  Min- 
htlison  isiry  consultant, 

giving  leadership  to  women's 
ministries  in  churches. 

The  Women  in  Ministry  desig¬ 
nation  is  new  for  WMU,  encom¬ 
passing  the  Baptist  Women  and 
Baptist  Young  Women  programs. 

Ellison  will  replace  Ashley 
McCaleb,  who  retires  at  the  end 
of  September. 

Ellison  has  taught  missions 
education  at  Golden  Gate  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Mill  Valley,  Calif.,  and 
was  guest  instructor  at  California 
Baptist  College  in  Riverside. 
From  1986-93,  she  was  editor  of 
Royal  Service,  WMU  women’s 
magazine.  From  1971-86,  she 
taught  12th  grade  English  in  Clin¬ 
ton,  S.C. 

A  graduate  of  Presbyterian 
College  in  Clinton,  S.C.,  Ellison 
earned  a  master’s  degree  at  Con¬ 
verse  College  in  Spartanburg, 
S.C.,  an  educaiion  specialist 
degree  from  the  University  of 


American  Express  Financial  Advisors,  Inc _ 

For  information  call:  Gary  Garner 
Financial  Planning  For 

•  Accumulation  •  Tax  Management 
•  Retirement  •  Business  •  Education 
6397  US  Hwy.  49  or  460  Briarwood  Dr. 
Hattiesburg.  MS  39401  Jackson.  MS  39206 
<60 1 )  264-0033  <601)956-9975 


Our  company  proudly  retains  the 
name  of  our  founder,  L.L.  Sams,  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor. 


it  has  been  our 
privilege  to 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  since 
1898. 


HOLY  LAND  GIFTS 


•  stained  glass  •  carpet  • 

•  pews  •  pulpit  furniture  • 

•  educational  furniture  • 
painting  •  more  than  290  complete 

CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 


Fine  Christian  Handcrafts 

Call  1-800-564-4659 

AND  RECEIVE  FREE 
CATALOG  AND  BOOKMARK 


FREE  BROCHURES 
1-800-537-4723 

P  O  Box  1430,  Waco,  TX  76703 


An  article  on  page  4  of  the 
Aug.  24  issue  incorrectly  identi¬ 
fied  Pine  Hill  Church,  Clarke 
Association,  as  Spring  Hill 
Church,  due  to  erroneous  informa¬ 
tion  supplied  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Historical  Commission. 


April  12-23  escorted  by 
DR.  JIM  &  JOY  YATES 
Paster  Emeritus 
FBC  -  Yazoo  City 
•Deluxe 

•INSPIRATIONAL 

•Historical 

•Thorough  SIGHTSEEING 
•Most  MEALS  included 
•NO  hotel-hopping  - 
ALL  nights  in  ISRAEL  in  5-star 
JERUSALEM  hotel 
•Experienced  Escorts 
Reserve  NOW  &  SAVE 

$70“ 


FREE  Brochures  &  Details 
Jim  &  Joy  Yates  •  (601)  746-2540 
or 

The  Travel  Club 
362-0045/1-800-841-8991 
Jackson,  MS 


•Get  8  others  &  go  HALF-PRICE 
•16  others  —  GO  FREE 


■■■I 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light:  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the  housetops.  Matthew  10:27  NAS 


September  7,  1995  HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication 


BNF  Retreat 

October  6-7,  1 995 

Camp  Garaywa 
Clinton,  Mississippi 


Friday,  4:00  p.m.  -  Saturday,  noon 
Cost:  $23  -  Bring  linens  and  towels 


PROGRAM  HIGHLIGHTS 

Ethics  of  Nursing  in  the  90  s  -  Dr.  Paul  Jones 
Chalk  and  Nursingl  -  Randy  White 
Low-Impact  Aerobics  -  Pamela  Smith 


$4.00  par 


If  you  would  like  to  register  for 
R.A.  Day,  contact  the 
Brotherhood  Department  of  the 
MBCB  at  968-3800  in  Jadkson 
or  1-800-748-1651. 


BRING  YOUR  OWN 
SACK  LUNCH  AND 
DRINK 


-SHARI  NG- 

Mission  Trips  ■  Prayer  Concerns  •  Refuel 
Relax  ■  Renew 


Kay  Brown  will  be  sharing  about  the 
Honduras  Mission  Trip 
Information  will  be  shared  about  the 
Special  Rio  Grande  Emphasis 


Cofoniaf  heights  baptist  Church,  Jackson 


BNF  Tenth  Anniversary 
Kickoff!!! 


NO  PRE-REGISTRATION  IS  REQUIRED. 

For  more  information  contact  the  WMU  Department 
of  the  MBCB  at  068  3800  In  Jackson 
or  1-800  748-1651. 


One  Voice 


First  Baptist  Church,  Natchez 
September  10,  1995 
7:00  p.m. 


<a  Musicians 

Nashville  .  ~ 


For  more  information  aoout  the  1 995  College  Student 
Conference,  contact  the  Department  of  Student  Work. 
MBCB,  at  968-3800  in  Jackson  or  1  -800-748- 1651. 


Ken  Miller  minister  ot  music 
"  Odean  Puckett,  pastor 


eptember  1 0-30 

Prayer  Ministry  Office 


September ...  the  busy  month  of  last-minute  getting  ready  for  the  new  church  year . .  .  all  the  entities  of  our  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  associations,  and  churches  have  prayed  and  planned  . .  .  now  we  all  get  busy  and  follow  the  program  .  . . 
let's  pray  for  every  bit  of  it .. . 


P.  O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
Phone  968-3800,  .Ext.  3904 
Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


that  the  work  done  by  the 
stewardship  team  returning 
to  Missisft>pi  tfom 
Honduraltodiy  wit  make 
the  work»f  Honduran 
ChristianPthroi^lffheir 
churches  more  effective 


for  the  Institute  for 
Equipping  being  offered  by 
the  Equipping  Tefm  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Boar4  staff  at 
WoodlanrfiHills  Baptist 
Church,  today  through 
Thursday 


for  your  youth  minister  and 
the  volunteers  iriyour 
church  vvfco  work  Vgjth 
them  in  vour  cxiurcir,  that 
the  youth  program  will  lead 
youth  to  BedicIWew  to  liv¬ 
ing  by  Christian  principles 
and  to  seeking  God's  will 


for  youth  leading  in  and 


for  your  pastor  whose 


responsibility  is  a  big  one 

14 


for  your  minister  of  educa 
tion  and  ajl  the  people  wh 
help  in  rha.  mipstry 


for  your  minister  of  music 
and  volunteers  in  vopr 
church  rrSsic  prdfram,  th 
talented  (Mildrin^youth, 
and  adulwlwiU  use  fair  ta 
ents  to  h«p  the*chufch  in 
its  mission 


for  your  church  secretary 


for  participants  on  an  adult 
missions  excursion  spon¬ 
sored  by  MissiSipijpi  WMU 
today  and  tomorrow  to 
missions  work  in 
Mississippi  andfes, 
Birmingham 


for  the  prayer  ministry  in 
your  church 


for  Eddie  and  Marilyn 
Graves,  missionaries  in 
Chile,  in  th^urvi^d^evan- 
gelistic  opportunities  they 
have  witpessingthrotigh 
sports  dmwtAvo  itohops 
and  through  medical  clin¬ 
ics 


for  Russell  and  Melinda 
Kyzar,  missionaries  in 
Costa  Rica,  that  God  will 
bring  a  harvest  of  souls 
through  theevangplistic 
outreach  pf  the  Tips  Rios 
(Three  Rivers)  mission  this 
year  and  that  the  congrega¬ 
tion  will  find  a  physical 
church  home 


for  John  and  Kathy  Vaughn, 
missionaries  in  Brazil,  that 
God  wjfl  prepare  the  way 
and  give  wisdom  as  they 
attempt  Jp  open  work  in  an 
upper  daas  neighborhood 


for  missionaries  in  lan¬ 
guage  study  all  around  the 
world  jftfdfia  ThtMbian 
writes  that  irayei4or  mis¬ 
sionaries  m  Bangladesh 
should  Inehtde  fakrability 
to  make  time  for  language 
study  in  their  busy  days 


from  Hal  and  Lou  Ann  Lee  lor  a  series  of  church  relat- 
in  Germany  comes  the  ed  vocations  banquets  this 

request  that  we  pray  for  the  j  week  at  colleges  around 
German-speaking  pioneer  i  our  state  ' 
church  in  Weimar  -  they 
have  outgrown  their  meet¬ 
ing  place  .  .  .  pray  as  they 
secure  a  larger  one 


for  missionaries  Sam  and  for  MKs  around  the  world 
Margaret  Drummond  as  w^°  musf  leave  home  for 

|  begin  fair  new  work  there  mjSS,onarie*  in  Sierra 
S-*’"""'--  Leone,  West  Africa,  we 

have  the  request  for  prayer 
■  *»  *  not  only  tor  the  MK  who 

leaves  but  for  the  parents 
who  must  leave  the  MK! 


that  churches  will  plan  for  for  the  College  Student 
and  observe  World  Hunger  Conference  today  and 
Day,  October  8  ^  '  I  tomorrow 


for  RA  Day  at  Mississippi 
College  today 


The  had  to  leave  Audra, 
their  seventh-grader. 


The  numbers  indicate  the  day  of  the  month  and  the  year  of  birth.  For  instance 
4-90  means  October  4,  1 990. 


4-90—  Mr  Mitah  S.  McCall,  P.O.  Box  1  imuru.  KFNYA,  Parents:  Dennis  r  <5  Margaret 

A  4-90 —  Ann  Mane  Box  Dares  Salaam  TANZANIA.  Parents 

Frank  D.,  Jr  &  lerry  Anne  H.,  Mission  Administration 
5-86— Miss  Jessica  L.  Baker,  Mission  Baptiste  Meridionale  01  BP  534.  Abengourou 
COTE  D'IVOIRE  (IVORY  COAST)  Parents:  Kenneth  &  A.  Lynn,  Dentistry 
8-^0 — Miss  Melissa  K.  Shearer,  184  Franklin  Shows  Road.  Laurel,  MS  39440,  Parents: 

.  Kevin  D.  &  Pam,  General  Evangelism,  SERVE  IN  PERU 

9-79— Mr.  Jonathan  M.  Metts.  Lynx  Air/Sd  Dr.,  P.  O.  Box  40705,  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33310.  Parents:  Joe  M.,  Jr.  &  Angela  T..  General 
Evangelism,  SERVE  IN  DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC 

13- 85 — Angela  Joy  Stamps,  Apartado  2340,  Managua  NICARAGUA,  Parents:  Keith  and  Penny  Stamps,  General  Evangelism 

14- 83— Miss  Victoria  L.  Harrison,  Apartado  373,  San  Pedro  Sula,  HONDURAS,  Parents:  C.  Frank, ‘III  &  Phoebe  K..  Youth  Evangelism 

14- 82 — Miss  Robyn  L.  McNamee,  120  Donna  Street,  DeRidder,  LA  70634,  Parents:  Robert  L.  &  Dianne  K.,  Music  Promotion, 

SERVE  IN  ECUADOR 

15- 83 — Miss  Tressa  L.  Presley,  3513  36th  Street,  Meridian,  MS  39301,  Parents:  Johnny  D.  &  A.  Beth,  Religious  Education, 

SERVE  IN  BRAZIL 

16- 77 — Miss  Rebekah  E.  Lay,  Apartado  4035-1000,  San  Jose,  COSTA  RICA,  Parents:  W.  Franklin  &  Margaret  C.,  Pastoral  Evangelism 

19- 79 — Mr.  John  M.  Vaughn,  105  Billy  Byrd  Drive,  Clinton,  MS  39056,  Parents:  John  W.  &  Kathy  J.,  General  Evangelism, 

SERVE  IN  BRAZIL  - 

20- 78 — Miss  Amanda  B.  Cox  ,  Platterstr.  174  E,  D-65193,  Wiesbaden,  GERMANY,  Parents:  ).  Larry  &  Cheryl,  Associate  to  Area 

Director.  Europe 

22-93 — Mr.  Michael  K.  Randolph,  209  Salisbury  Lane.  Victoria,  TX  77904,  Parents:  D.  Kevin  &  Susan  R.,  General  Evangelism, 

SERVE  IN  INDONESIA 

27-83 — Miss  Hannah  M.  Gray.  R.  Ruy  Pinto  Bandeira  1112.  29090-460  Vitoria,  ES,  BRAZIL,  Parents:  Tony  L.  &  Karen  B„  ■ 


Vrcschoob  ’B&abnnbncf  the 


S&ptmUr 22-23 ;  1995 

First  Baptist  Church,  Oxford 


Friday  Night  7:00-8:30  p.m. 

Teaching  Christian  Values  in  a  Secular  World 
A  parenting  class  open  to  all  parents  of  preschoolers 
Led  by  Kathy  Bums,  Mission  Friends  Specialist, 
WMU,  SBC 

7:00-8:00  General  Session 
8:00-8:10  Stand-up  Break 
8:10-until  Question  &  Answer  Time 


V  Saturday  9:30-Noon 

.  Charting  Your  Spiritual  Path 

Y  For  all  preschool  leaders, 

J  Led  by  Kathy  Bums 

9:30-10:45  General  Session 
f  10:45-11:00  Break 

ll:00-Noon  Choosing  Your  Direction — 
Leaders  will  be  able  to  choose  one  of  four 
leadership  conferences  to  attend:  Mission 
Friends,  Sunday  School,  Discipleship 
Training,  or  Music 


For  more  information,  contact  the  WMU  department  of  the  MBCB 
at  968-3800  in  Jackson  or  1-800-748-1651. 


“ Helping  to 
Bring 

Mississippi 
and  the  World 
to  Jesus ” 


SBCNET  / 
CompuServe 
Training 
Conference 


Broadcast  Services  Department  •  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  •  Jackson,  Miss. 


24th  Annual 

Church  Media  Library  Conference 

October  20-21,  1995  . 

First  Baptist  Church,  Louisville,  Miss. 


Dates  and  Locations 
(All  times  will  be  10  am  -  noon) 

Tues.  September  26 
MS  Baptist  Convention  Building, 
Jackson  (Sky  Room) 


Conference  Leaders 


Mon.  October  9 

First  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 


Tues.  October  10 

Lauderdale  Baptist  Association  Office 
Meridian 


Beth  Andrews  is 

field  services  con¬ 
sultant  for  the 
Church  Media 
Library  Program 
of  the  BSSB. 


Lisa  McMillin  is  a 

computer  special¬ 
ist  with  Tempco 
Steel  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Church 
Media  Library 
staff  at  First  BC, 
Louisville. 


Charles  Businaro 

is  a  Facilities 
Planner/  Designer 
for  the  BSSB. 


Thurs.  October  12 

First  Baptist  Church  Wiggins 


Purpose: 

To  train  CompuServe  an_  SBCNet  Users 
to  effectively  use  it  in  ministry. 


Farrell 

Blankenship  is 

the  State  Media 
Library  Director 
and  Department 
Director  of 
Broadcast 
Services,  MBCB. 


Susan  Morehead 

is  the  Master 
Library  System 
Support  and  Sales' 
Representative, 
Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board. 


Peggy  Tacon  is  a 

special  worker  for 
the  Church  Media 
Library  Program 
of  the  BSSB.  She 
is  the  media 
library  director  at 
iDauphin  Way 
•Baptist  Church  in 
Mobile,  Ala. 


Audience: 

Users  of  CompuServe  /  SBCN et  and 
those  interested  in  joining 
CpmpuServe  /SBCNet 


Items  to  be  discussed: 

■  CompuServe  Basics 

Setting  up  CompuServe 
Mail 

Basic  Services 
Managing  Cost 

■  SBCNet  Basics 

Libranes 

Messages 

Conferencing 

■  Internet 

■  Future  of  SBCNet  and  the  MS  Library 


John  Temple  is 

pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church, 
Madison,  Miss. 


Linda  Reeves 

is  the 

preschool/chil¬ 
dren's  consultant 
for  the  Sunday 
School 
Department, 
MBCB. 


Pat  Brown  is  a 

consultant  in  the 
Church  Media 
Library  Program 
of  the  BSSB  in 
Nashville. 


Agenda 


Saturday,  October  21,  1995 

8:15-8:45  Business  Session 

9:00-10:30  Selective  Conferences — continue 

1 0:30-1 1  .‘00  Break  and  Browse  Baptist  Book  Store 
1 1 OO-Noon  Selective  Conferences — continue 


Friday,  October  20,  1995 

8:30  am-9:30  am  Registration  and  Browse  Book  Store 
9:30-10:30  Opening  Session 

1 0:30-Noon  Selective  Conferences 

Noon-1  KM)  Lunch  and  Browse  Baptist  Book  Store 

1  00-200  Selective  Conferences 

2  .-00-2:1 5  Break  and  Browse  Baptist  Book  Store 

2:1 5-4:45  Selective  Conferences — continue 

500-6:30  Dinner  and  Browse  Baptist  Book  Store 
6:30-900  Selective  Conferences 


For  more  inlormation 
about  this  special 
training,  contact  David 
Wills  at  the  MBCB  at 
968-3800  in  Jackson  or 
1-800-748-1651. 


If  you  are  interested  in  attending  the  24th  Annual  State  CML  Conference,  contact  the  Broadcast  Services  Dept,  of 

the  MBCB  at  968-3800  in  Jackson  or  1-800-748-1651. 


First  Baptist  Church,  Madison 

8:45-3:30 


CLINICIAN:  Lonnie  Stewart, 


October  23-25 
Lake  Irak  O'Khata 
Louisville,  Miss. 

■  trends  in  youth  ministry 

■  persona!  struggles  issues 


Sheldon  Gooch 


Richard  Ross 


Jay  Richardson 


For  reservations 

Call  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata  (773-7853)  or  write  Lake  Tiak 
O'Khata,  P.O.  Box  160,  Louisville,  MS  39339.  A 
block  of  rooms  is  being  held  for  this  conference  until 
October  9.  At  that  time  all  rooms  which  have  been 
on  hold  will  be  released.  It  is  necessary  to  guarantee 
the  accommodations  with  a  credit  card  or  send  a 
deposit  of  $45.  Cancellation  will  be  accepted  if 
received  by  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata  prior  to  October  19. 
Preschool  child  care  will  be  provided  at  FBC, 
Louisville,  at  no  additional  cost. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Church 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Dept,  of  the  MBCB 
at  968-3800  in  Jackson  or  1  -800-748- 1651. 


David  Chatel  & 
Allison  Crymes 


V* 


Tracy  Pourciau 


Randall  O'Brien 


H 


STATE 

ANDBELL  LEADERSHIP 

SEMINAR 


Thursday,  September  21, 1995 


Minister  of  Music, 
First  Baptist  Church, 
West  Monroe,  Louisiana 


If  you  would  like  registration  information,  call  Jerry  Talley  in  the 
Church  Music  Department  of  the  MBCB  at  968-3800  in  Jackson 

or  1-800-748-1651. 


“A  training  opportunity  for  serious 
minded  church  leaders” 

September  11-14,  1995 

Woodland  Hills  Baptist  Church 
Jackson 


It’s  not  too  late  for  you  to  make  plans  to  attend  the 
Institute  for  Equipping.  Contact  Jan  Cossitt  at  the 
MBCB  at  968-3800  in  Jackson  or  1-800-748-1651 
if  you  would  like  to  register. 

A  Ministry  of  Your  Cooperative  Program 
MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  BOARD 
Bill  Causey.  Executive  Director/Treasurer 
Eugene  Dobbs.  Administrative  Assistant  for  Ministry 
A  PROJECT  OF  EQUIPPING  TEAM 
"Helping  to  Bring  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus  " 


Revival  Dates 


Fellowship,  Taylorsville: 

Sept.  17-20;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
6  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Lynn 
Nations,  Mize,  evangelist;  Wilmer 
Holifield,  Taylorsville,  music; 
Glen  W.  Smith,  pastor. 

New  Hope,  Monticello:  Sept. 
10-15;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.;  dinner  on 
the  grounds,  noon;  worship,  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Bendon 
Ginn,  evangelist;  Randy  and  Jan¬ 
ice  Carruth,  music;  David  B. 
Williams,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Ocean  Springs: 
Focus  on  the  Family  fall  revival; 
services,  each  Monday  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  7  p.m.;  Sept.  11,  Chuck  Kel- 

Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 

i/an  winklo  stained  glass,  carpet, 
van  W  e  steeples,  lighting. 

Church  folding  doors. 

Furnishings  &  theater  seats. 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 .  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Ton  Free  1-800-624-9627 

We  remodel  &  paint 


Just  for  the  Record 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


ley.  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
speaker,  and  Graham  Smith,  Clin¬ 
ton,  music;  Sept.  18,  Stan  Fornea, 
Clinton,  speaker,  and  Major 
McDaniel,  former  missionary  to 
Korea,  music;  Sept.  25,  Jim 
Futral,  Jackson,  speaker,  and  Lew 
King,  Jackson,  music;  Hal  Selby, 
pastor. 

Mt.  Nebo  (Newton):  Sept.  10- 
13;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  potluck 
lunch,  noon;  7  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Jack  Garnett,  Williams- 
ville,  evangelist;  Al  Smith,  Steve 
McKinion,  and  Ray  Quimby,  song 
directors;  Danny  Purser,  pastor. 

Mashulaville,  Macon:  Sept. 
10-13;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Paul 
Wilson,  evangelist;  Al  Homer, 
music;  Olyn  Roberts,  pastor. 

East  Mt.  Zion,  Baldwyn: 

Sept.  10-15;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  7 
p.m.  nightly;  Ben  Griffin, 
Booneville,  evangelist;  Joe 
Blassingame,  Baldwyn,  music; 
Gerald  Cagle,  pastor. 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

Call  Henry  Headden 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1  -(800)-370-61 80 
1-(615)-371-61 80 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract 
advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count 
No  blind  ads. 


PALMER  HOME  for  Children. 
Palmer  is  seeking  Christian  house- 
parents  to  share  in  a  Christ-cen¬ 
tered  ministry  that  for  100  years 
has  provided  for  children  who  need 
residential  care.  Not  a  behavior 
treatment  facility.  Competitive 
salaries,  benefits,  and  off-duty 
housing  provided.  Contact  Jerry 
Taylor,  Palmer  Home  for  Children, 
P.O.  Box  746,  Columbus,  MS 
39703-0746;  (601)  328-5216. 

BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service.  No 
mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  1526  Gardner  Bh/d.,  Colum¬ 
bus,  MS  39702;  1-800-349-2882. 

MOFFETT  ROAD  Baptist  Church, 
Mobile,  Ala.,  is  seeking  a  Youth/ 
Recreation  Minister.  Send  resumes 
to  Paul  Gully:  5555  Moffett  Road, 
Mobile,  AL  36618. 

STAFF  NEEDED:  Education/Youth 
Minister.  Send  resumes  to  First 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  386,  Ferri- 
day,  LA  71334-0386. 

ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL 

ministers  and  music  directors: 
Supplement  your  church  income. 
Earn  $500-1,000  per  week  with 
American  Protective.  Leads  fur¬ 


nished,  no  overnight  travel  or  cash 
investment  —  We  train  you.  Call 
(601)582-9000. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS:  Manu¬ 
factured  in  our  plant.  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmons  Brothers, 
P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian,  Miss.  39301 . 
Since  1899.  Phone  (601)  693-4451. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pul¬ 
pit/judicial  robes,  paraments.  MUR¬ 
PHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes,  Charles 
McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer. 
Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. 

SOUND  &  LIGHT  SYSTEMS  Pro¬ 
vides  custom  sound,  light,  and  video 
installations  for  churches.  No  job  is 
too  large  or  too  small.  We  can  save 
your  church  money.  Mike  Smith, 
Sound  &  Light  Systems,  1136 
Rowan  Drive,  Baldwyn,  MS  38824; 
(800)365-1755. 

WANTED:  PART-TIME  Secretary, 
20-30  hours  weekly,  at  a  South 
Jackson  Church.  If  interested 
please  contact  Maxine  Kron,  (601) 
372-0132. 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 
Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1-800-368- 
2705 


Scobey’s 
Wayside 
marks  100 

Wayside  Church,  Scobey 
(Yalobusha  County),  will  celebrate 
its  100th  anniversary  on  Sept.  10. 
Harris  Counce,  former  pastor  from 
1955-57,  will  deliver  the  morning 
message  on  that  day. 

Dinner  on  the  grounds  will  fol¬ 
low  the  worship  service.  An  after¬ 
noon  of  remembrances  will  con¬ 
clude  the  day’s  activities. 

DOM  Jones 
dies  of  stroke 
at  age  69 

John  Paul  Jones,  69,  director  of 
missions  for  Mississippi  Associa¬ 
tion,  died  of  a  stroke  Sept.  2  in 
Southwest  Regional  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter  in  McComb. 

Funeral  service  was  held  Sept.  4 
at  Liberty"  Church,  with  burial 
Sept.  5  in  Concord  Church  Ceme¬ 
tery  in  Ackerman. 

Jones,  a  missionary  minister, 
pastored  churches  in  Hattiesburg, 
Jasper  County,  and  Chickasaw 
County.  He  was  a  member  of  Lib¬ 
erty  Church. 

Survivors  include:  his  wife 
Mary;  daughter  Pam  Jones  of 
Starkville;  sisters  Mary  Speed  of 
Meridian  and  Ann  Clayton  of 
Clinton;  and  two  grandchildren. 


atchez,  MS  442-77 

plete  Funeral  Plan  —  $ 
!remation  Plan  —  $1,32 

1-800-650-2763 

Pre-Arrange  Today 


e  entire 


Jim  pc  rial 


PEWS— PULPITS 


Maaofacturcr  Serving  the  Nation,  Since  1960  | 

1-800-234-6624 


Laurel  Hill  Church,  Neshoba 
Association,  will  host  The  Teles- 
tials  from  Nashville  in  concert  on 
Sept.  9  at  7  p.m.  Wayne  Griffin  is  - 
pastor.  The  music  director  is  Larry 
Winstead. 

Mississippi  received  seven 
church  media  library  achieve¬ 
ment  guide  recognitions  for  1994. 
Main  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
received  basic  recognition. 
Churches  that  received  advance 
recognitions  were  First,  Brook- 
haven;  Immanuel,  Cleveland;  First, 
Columbus;  New  Zion,  Crystal 
Springs;  First,  Louisville;  and 
Strong  Hope,  Wesson. 

New  Prospect  Church, 
Brookhaven,  will  present  Connie 
Ware,  music  evangelist,  and  fami¬ 
ly  in  concert  Sept.  10  at  7  p.m. 
Willie  Welch  is  pastor.  John  Jerry 
Smith  is  music  director. 

Castlewoods  Church,  Bran¬ 
don,  will  host  the  Rankin  County 
Association’s  Back-to-school, 
Late-Nite  Extra  Program,  Sept.  10 
at  8:30  p.m.  The  guest  speaker 
will  be  Pete  Collins,  state  trooper 
from  Madison.  The  evening’s 
guest  will  be  Living  Waters,  a 
teenage  singing  quartet  from 
Madison.  Call  (601)  992-9977  for 
more  information. 

First  Church,  Houston,  will 
observe  the  153rd  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  church  and  the 
10th  anniversary  of  the  pastorate 
of  Albert  Lee  Gaspard  on  Sept.  23 
and  24.  Saturday  activities  begin 
with  a  commemorative  program  at 


6  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary  followed 
by  a  Cajun  supper  in  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hall.  A  special  service  will  be 
held  on  Sunday  at  1 1  a.m. 

Mississippi  College  Music 
Department  will  host  the  sec¬ 
ond  annual  Sacred  Harp  Singing 
on  Sept.  23.  The  event  will  be 
held  in  Aven  Hall  on  campus 
from  10  a.m. -3  p.m.  For  more 
information,  contact  Lewis 
Oswalt  at  (601)925-3446. 

Alexander  Memorial  Church, 
Hollandale,  will  host  a  missionary 
service  on  Sept.  24.  Philip  and 
Sheila  Marshall,  who  served  as 
church  planters  in  Thailand,  will 
be  guest  missionaries.  Morning 
services  will  consist  of  missionary 
testimonies,  with  a  slide  presenta¬ 
tion  in  the  evening.  Michael  R. 
McLendon  is  pastor. 

Colonial  Heights  Church, 
Jackson,  is  sponsoring  a  Divorce 
Recovery  for  the  Family  seminar. 
Classes  will  be  held  6:30-8  p.m.  on 
six  consecutive  Thursdays,  begin¬ 
ning  Sept.  21 .  There  will  be  classes 
for  adults,  youths,  and  children. 
Costs  are  $10  per  adult  and  $5  for 
youths  and  children.  Call  (601) 
956-5000  for  more  information. 

Woodlawn  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  will  host  its  second 
Evangelism  Explosion  Training 
Clinic  for  pastors  and  laity  who 
desire  to  be  trained  in  equipping 
others  to  share  the  gospel.  The 
clinic  will  be  held  Sept.  22-27.  For 
more  information,  call  Woodlawn 
Church  at  (800)  491-6106. 


Homecomings 


Furrs,  Pontotoc:  Sept.  10;  11 
a.m.;  covered  dish  dinner,  noon; 
John  Couch,  Tupelo,  guest  speaker; 
Walter  Simmons,  pastor. 

Alexander  Memorial,  Hollan¬ 
dale:  Sept.  10;  II  a.m.;  dinner  in 
fellowship  hall  at  noon;  Buddy 

OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 

“Internationally  known  specialists' 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  305-C  —  Greenwood.  Miss.  38930 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 
Surgery,  Ambulance . 
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Uniform 

Receiving  new  power 

By  Andy  Brasher 
Acts  2 


For  10  days,  the  120  faithful  followers  of  the  risen  Lord 
had  been  gathered  together  in  the  upper  room  awaiting  the 
promise  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Day  after  day,  they  prayed 
incessantly  for  this  miracle  of  unlimited  power  and  new¬ 
ness  of  life  to  come.  One  can  only  imagine  the  mental  and 
physical  state  of  those  dedicated  servants  as  minutes  turned 
into  hours  and  hours  crept  into  days.  I  wonder  if  they  ever 
contemplated  abandoning  their  belief  of  this  incomprehen¬ 
sible  idea  that  Christ  had  promised  them. 

Then  early  on  Pentecost  morning,  as  the  cool  desert  air 
awoke  from  its  nightly  slumber,  and  as  the  people  lined  the 
streets  and  filled  the  Temple  in  celebration  of  the  Feast  of 
the  Harvest,  the  Holy  Spirit  erupted  like  a  flame  fanned  by 
the  wind.  A  new  power  had  been  given  and  received  —  a 
new  power  that  you  can  still  receive  today!  “Repent  and  be 
baptized  everyone  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for 
the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost”  (Acts  2:38). 

The  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (vv.  1-4).  The  Holy  Spirit 
descended  upon  that  small  upper  room  when  all  of  its 
occupants  were  in  spiritual  and  mental  harmony.  Without 
harmony,  it’s  doubtful  if  the  Holy  Spirit  would  have 
appeared  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  Harmony  activated  the 
Spirit’s  presence;  it  still  does.  Disharmony  quenches  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

The  advent  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  visibly  dramatic. 

Each  follower  was  consumed  with  the  Spirit  as  evidenced 
by  the  speaking  of  a  foreign  language.  The  word  “tongues” 
used  by  Luke  in  the  Greek  means  an  acquired  or  known 
language. 

Witnessing  in  the  Spirit’s  power  (vv.  5-13).  The  Feast 
of  the  Harvest  was  actually  a  holy  week  that  demanded  the 
attendance  of  all  Jews,  by  birth  and  conversion.  Jerusalem 
was  crowded  with  numerous  nationalities  present,  each 
bearing  the  unique  distinction  of  his  native  tongue.  The  fol¬ 
lowers  in  the  upper  room  had.made  their  way  down  to  the 
streets  and  to  the  throng  of  people  that  had  gathered  at  the 
temple.  It  was  here,  as  a  witness,  sign,  and  testimony  to  the 
•living  Christ,  that  each  nationality  present  heard  their 
native  tongue.  As  the  multitude  marveled  in  dismay, 
several  accused  the  disciples  of  being  intoxicated.  Peter, 
after  hearing  this  false  accusation,  defended  the  Spirit-filled 
group  and  proclaimed  a  message  taken  from  the  book 
of  Joel. 

Peter’s  sermon  (vv.  14-33).  First,  Peter  indicated  that 
Jesus,  the  name  one  attested  by  God  through  signs,  mira¬ 
cles  and  the  resurrection,  was  responsible  for  the  coming  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Second,  Peter  argued  that  Jesus  Christ  was 
the  promised  Lord.  Third,  Peter  explained  to  the  multitude 
that  salvation  could  only  come  through  Jesus  Christ,  the 
risen  Lord.  All  of  this  was  confirmed  by  the  visible  mani¬ 
festation  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  people’s  response  and  Peter’s  exhortation  (vv. 
37-40).  First,  the  crowd  responded  by  asking  how  they 
could  receive  this  salvation  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  Second. 
Peter  commanded  them  to  "repent"  or  turn  from  their  old 
religious  way  and  embrace  in  faith  the  new  and  living  way 
found  through  Jesus  Christ.  This  would  be  followed  cere¬ 
monially  by  baptism  (a  conversion  ritual  in  Judaism)  sym¬ 
bolizing  their  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  subsequently,  the 
imputation  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Faith  and  not  baptism  is  a 
prerequisite  for  the  filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  believers’  life  together  (vv.  41-47).  Three  thou¬ 
sand  souls  were  saved  on  the  day  ot  Pentecost,  and  the 
church  was  bom.  Those  who  had  believed  fellowshippcd 
together,  sharing  their  common  salvation  experience  with 
each  other.  They  gave  liberally  to  the  poor  and  praised  God 
with  singleness  of  heart  and  mind. 

Brasher  is  pastor  of  Como  Church,  Como. 


/  Bible  Book 

Daniel’s  faithfulness 


By  Larry  McDonald 
Daniel  6 


W.A.  Criswell  tells  of  Voltaire,  the  18th-century  French 
atheist  who  was  one  of  the  greatest  writers  of  his  time,  who 
wielded  a  bitter  pen  against  Christianity.  In  a  moment  of 
triumph  he  once  boasted,  “In  20  years  Christianity  will  be 
no  more.  My  single  hand  shall  destroy  the  edifice  it  took  12 
apostles  to  rear.”  But  Voltaire’s  arrogance  was  swallowed 
up  in  his  death.  He  died,  in  his  own  words,  “abandoned  by 
God  and  man.”  Shortly  after  his  death,  the  very  house  in 
which  Voltaire  wrote  was  made  a  depot  of  the  Geneva 
Bible  Society! 

God  has  a  way  of  flip-flopping  the  best  laid  plans  of 
men.  Such  was  the  case  of  the  men  plotting  against  Daniel. 
Darius  the  Mede  was  the  new  king  as  Babylon  had  fallen  to 
the  Persians.  Darius  organized  a  new  government  by 
appointing  120  satraps  who  were  to  be  protectors  of  the 
kingdom.(v.  1).  Over  the  120  satraps  were  three  administra¬ 
tors,  one  of  whom  was  Daniel  (v.  2).  Darius  was  so 
impressed  with  Daniel’s  exceptional  qualities  that  he 
planned  to  set  him  over  the  whole  kingdom  (v.  3).  The 
satraps  and  administrators  were  jealous  so  they  began  to 
plot  against  Daniel  (v.  4).  They  were  unable  to  find  any 
shortcomings  in  his  governmental  activities.  His  character 
and  professional  abilities  were  flawless.  The  only  place 
they  could  find  that  might  bring  a  conflict  between  Daniel 
and  the  Persian  government  was  in  his  religious  beliefs. 
Daniel  was  a  monotheist  so  they  began  to  plan  to  force  him 
to  refuse  to  worship  other  gods.  They  knew  of  Daniel’s 
commitment  to  worship  only  the  God  of  Israel  and  that  he 
would  follow  that  commitment  even  to  death  (vv.  4-5). 

The  jealous  officials  went  to  Darius  and  appealed  to  his 
ego  by  suggesting  for  30  days  no  one  was  to  pray  to  any 
god  or  man  except  King  Darius.  Darius  put  the  decree  in 
writing  with  a  penalty  of  being  thrown  in  the  lions’  den  if 
violated.  Once  signed,  the  decree  could  not  be  altered 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians  (vv.  6-9). 

All  of  this  was  a  plot  to  catch  Daniel  praying,  as  was  his 
custom.  Daniel  heard  of  the  decree  but  he  refused  to  bow 
down  to  anyone  but  the  God  of  Israel.  At  80  years  of  age, 
he  was  not  interested  in  compromising  his  long  held  con¬ 
victions.  He  simply  went  to  his  home  and  prayed  in  his 
upstairs  room  as  he  always  did  in  the  morning,  at  midday, 
and  night  (v.  10;  cf.  Ps.  55: 17).  A  group  of  men  spied  on 
Daniel  and  found  him  praying  (v.  11).  They  went  to  Darius 
with  the  report  of  Daniel’s  violation  of  the  law.  Darius  had 
no  choice  but  to  throw  Daniel  in  the  lions’  den  (vv.  12,  16). 

With  much  regret,  Darius  had  Daniel  thrown  into  the 
lions’  den.  He  then  sealed  the  den  with  his  signet  ring  so  no 
one  would  try  to  rescue  Daniel  (v.  17).  Darius  spent  a  rest¬ 
less  night.  He  evened  prayed  and  fasted  as  well  as  refused 
entertainment  (v.  18).  Early  the  next  morning  he  rushed  to 
the  lions’  den  and  called  out  to  Daniel.  Much  to  his  delight, 
Daniel  was  still  alive  (vv.  19-23).  Not  only  was  he  still 
alive,  but  he  did  not  even  have  a  scratch  on  him  (v.  23). 
Daniel  testified  of  the  Lord  delivering  him  by  sending  an 
angel  to  shut  the  mouths  of  the  lions  (v.  22). 

At  the  king’s  command,  the  men  who  had  plotted 
against  Daniel  were  thrown  into  the  lions’  den  and  eaten 
(v.  24).  Darius  issued  another  decree,  but  this  time  he 
ordered  people  throughout  the  land  to  give  proper  recogni¬ 
tion  to  the  God  of  Daniel  (vv.  25-27).  Daniel  was  elevated 
to  the  second-highest  position  in  the  land  as  he  prospered 
from  being  faithful  to  God  even  while  in  difficult  circum¬ 
stances  (v.  28). 

Stephen  Miller  says,  “In  this  story  faithfulness  is  exem¬ 
plified.  Daniel  was  faithful  in  old  age,  in  godly  example 
(v.  5),  in  prayer  (v.  10),  in  trials  (v.  16),  and  in  testimony 
(vv.  16,  20).  As  a  result  he  was  delivered  (v.  22),  experi¬ 
enced  a  special  manifestation  of  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
(v.  22),  provided  an  opportunity  for  witness  to  unbelievers 
(vv.  26-27),  and  was  blessed  (v.  28).” 

If  you  are  going  through  a  hard  time,  remember  Daniel’s 
example.  Remain  faithful  to  God  and  his  Word  even  in  dif¬ 
ficult  circumstances. 

McDonald  is  pastor  of  Castlewoods  Church, 
Brandon. 


Life  and  Work 

Acceptable  to  God 


By  Bob  Rogers 
Romans  3 


A  famous  entertainer  asked  Billy  Graham  to  come  to  his 
dressing  room  after  Graham  had  been  on  his  show.  “I  make 
people  laugh,”  he  said,  “but  inside  I  feel  like  hell....  Do  you 
think  what  I’m  really  looking  for  is  summed  up  in  the  word 
God?”  (Graham,  How  to  Be  Born  Again,  pp.  20-21). 

Yes!  But  how  can  we  be  accepted  by  God?  There  are 
two  strands  of  thought  running  through  this  week’s  text. 

One  strand  shows  what  salvation  is  not,  and  the  other 
shows  what  salvation  is. 

What  salvation  is  not.  Salvation  is  not  by  our  own 
good  deeds.  Verse  21  says  it  is  “apart  from  law.”  As  the 
Contemporary  English  Version  puts  it:  “It  isn’t  by  obeying 
the  Law  of  Moses.” 

Does  that  mean  the  Old  Testament  law  is  unimportant? 
No,  verse  2 1  notes  that  the  Law  and  Prophets,  two  major 
sections  of  Old  Testament  scripture,  have  “made  known” 
the  right  way  of  salvation,  because  they  point  to  our  need 
for  help  (Gal.  3:21-24),  and  they  foretell  the  coming  way  of 
how  to  be  saved  (Gen.  3:15,  Isa.  53). 

Salvation  does  not  come  in  different  ways  for  different 
people.  The  popular  belief  says,  “It  doesn’t  matter  what 
your  religion  is,  as  long  as  you  believe  sincerely.  We’re  all 
trying  in  different  ways  to  get  to  the  same  place.”  The  Bible 
says  this  is  wrong! 

Verse  22  says,  “There  is  no  difference.”  Verse  23  adds, 
“for  all  have  sinned.”  No  matter  who  you  are,  everybody 
has  the  same  problem:  sin. 

Sin  means  “missing  the  mark.”  God  has  a  perfect  target 
that  he  wants  us  to  hit  with  our  lives,  and  some  get  closer 
than  others,  but  nobody  hits  the  bull’s  eye.  Instead,  we  all 
“fall  short  of  the  glory  of  God”  (v.  23).  We  all  need  outside 
help  to  deal  with  our  sin  problem. 

Salvation  is  not  By  our  good  deeds,  nor  is  it  different  for 
different  people.  That’s  what  salvation  is  not;  now  let’s 
look  at  what  salvation  is. 

What  salvation  is.  Salvation  is  from  God.  Verse  21 
says,  “But  now  a  righteousness  from  God...  has  been  made 
known."  Verse  22  again  refers  to  “this  righteousness  from 
God.”  The  Bible  could  not  be  clearer:  salvation  is  totally 
from  God;  people  can  do  nothing  to  earn  it. 

Salvation  is  through  faith.  Verse  22  says,  “This  right¬ 
eousness  from  God  comes  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  to 
all  whobclieve.”  Salvation  is  not  automatic.  We  must  have 
faith;  we  must  believe.  When  you  get  on  a  bus  or  an  air¬ 
plane,  you  trust  the  driver  or  pilot  to  take  you  where  you 
are  going.  Likewise,  trust  Jesus  Christ  with  your  life  and  to 
take  you  to  heaven,  for  he  is  the  only  way. 

Salvation  is  being  declared  not  guilty  of  sin.  “Righteous¬ 
ness”  and  “justification”  come  from  the  same  Greek  word, 
dikaios.  Dikaios  was  a  term  used  in  court,  meaning  “to  be 
declared  not  guilty.”  When  God  looks  on  the  sin  of  the 
believer  in  Christ,  he  sees  the  blood  of  Jesus,  and  declares 
us  innocent. 

Salvation  is  being  set  free  from  slavery  to  sin.  “Redemp¬ 
tion”  (v.  24)  is  a  term  from  the  slave  market,  meaning  “to 
be  purchased.”  When  Satan  had  control  of  our  lives  by  sin, 
by  his  death  on  the  cross  Jesus  Christ  paid  the  price  for  us, 
and  set  us  free  from  Satan’s  control  ( I  Cor.  6:20). 

Salvation  is  being  in  the  right  place  at  the  right  time. 

One  Greek  word  in  verse  25,  hilasterion,  is  translated  “sac¬ 
rifice  of  atonement”  (NIV  and  NRSV),  “propitiation”  (KJV 
and  NASB),  and  “mercy  seat”  (Heb.  9:5,  KJV). 

Hilasterion  describes  the  lid  on  the  covenant  box  in  the 
Most  Holy  Place  of  the  Temple,  where  the  high  priest  went 
once  a  year  to  make  a  sacrifice  and  turn  away  God’s  anger 
from  the  sins  of  God’s  people.  The  cross  of  Jesus  Christ  has 
now  replaced  the  mercy  seat.  Stephen  W.  Carlson  thus 
describes  the  cross  as  “the  permanent  place  to  find  grace.” 

Salvation  is  available  to  anyone.  Verses  29-30  wrap  up 
the  subject  by  saying  that  God  is  the  God  of  both  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  “since  there  is  only  one  God,”  and  he  will  save 
both  groups  the  same  way,  “through  that  same  faith.” 

Learning  activity:  List  on  the  board  popular  ideas 
about  how  to  be  accepted  by  God.  Compare  these  ideas 
with  the  teaching  of  Scripture. 

Rogers  is  pastor  of  First  Church,  Poplarville. 
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Mike  and  Suzanne  Allen  A  Children 
Mrs.  Anna  Mae  Tharp 
Mrs.  Lots  A.  Cnswcll 
Mr.  Charles  Thomas 
Ms  Mary  Rose  Thomas 
Mrs.  Mary  Frances  Thompson 
Miss  Connie  Jackson 
Royce  Thornhill 

Mrs  Fannie  Mac  ScoU  and  Family 
Mrs.  Rosie  Lee  Smith  Threaded 
Mr  A  Mrs  Gus  Evans 
Jimmy  C.  McDonald  &  Clara  Trest 
Mr  A  Mrs  Roland  P  Gough 
Louise  Sparks  Horns*-.) 

Miss  Lorraine  Sparks 
Joe  Trim 
Mrs  Ruth  Trim 
C halite  I  unstall 
Ms  Carol  R  B**nclit 
Mrs.  Chaille  F.  Tunstoll 
Mrs.  V  irginia  W .  Resu 
l.etha  Turman 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Can  oil 
Ly Ilian  M.  Tyncs 
Mr  Wayne  G  Tyncs  1  r 
Jeff  I  nderhill 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  Edward  Lee 
Ftorene  V  aughn 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  Reynolds 
Mr.  Janies  Vinson 
Miss  Jayne  Woods 
Guv  F.  "Bubba”  Walker 
Mr  A  Mrs  O  B  Guest 
Mary  E.  Walker... 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Hubcn  T  Kcndnck 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Ware 
Mr  A  Mrs.  John  K  Walters 
Mrs  Mary  T  Biglane 
W.  H.  Watkins 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  C  Watkins 
Mr  and  Mrs.  James  D.  Webb.  Sr 
Wayne  and  Amy  Dnskcli 
Mr.  James  D.  Webb,  Sr. 

Mrs  Eddicc  Edindgc 
Max  and  Ivonne  Hodgins 


Mrs  W  E  Owen 

Mrs.  Sanford  Wilkie 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wayne  Johnson 
Mr.  Neville  Wilkin* 

Mr  A  Mrs  Bobby  O-wy 
Marcus  Bntt  A  Pete  -v  dkinson 
Mrs  Rcha  Smith 
Hattie  Williams 

Fellowship  Bible  Class.  Second  BC 

Sonny  Williams 

Mr  A  Mrs  E.  L.  Betros 

Guy  Wikon 

Crenshaw  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Wilson 
Mrs.  Dclorcsc  Kirk 
Arthur  Winstead 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Arnold  F  Nelson 
Mr.  Wilbur  Woodruff 
Mr  A  Mrs  Philip  H  West 
Mrs.  Lots  Woods 
Mr  A  Mrs  Floyd  Thornhill 
M.  L.  Woodward 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Pete  A  Saway 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27, 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts 
of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Paul  Nunnery  SS.  Momson 
Heights  BC 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lapiar  Arthur 
Mrs.  Billie  D.  Salk 
Mrs.  R  E  Halsey 
Mrs.  Bobbye  Sayle 
Mr  A  Mrs  L.  C  £HLs 
Curias  Seawright 
Mrs.  Marine  M.  Cole 
Chris  Richardson  Segal 
Mrs.  X.  L.  Holy  field 
Cryslabri  (Harris,  Richardson  S) 
Mrs.  Janeiro  L  Cranage 
Mr.  Tommy  A.  Shaffer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 

Edwin  Sharp 

Mr  A  Mrs  James  R  Wilkcrsnn  Jr. 

Edwin  R.  Sharp 

Experiencing  God  Group  Bowmar 

Avenue  BC 

VickshurgSocialSccunty  Admn  Staf 

Edwin  Rudolph  Sharp 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Artis  Fulton 
Mrs.  Elvin  Sharp 
Wayne  and  Amy  Drtskill 
Rudolph  Sharp 
Mr.  A  Mrs  George  Cain 
Mr.  Claudel!  Sheffield 
Mrs.  Marsha  Kenneth  and  ScoU 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Sheffield 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wade  H  Roberts 
Mrs.  Margurite  Sheffield 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Irwin 
Bobby  Shepherd 
Mr  A  Mrs  R  E  Evereu  ** 

Mrs.  Bert  Sherman 
Mrs.  S.  B  Garner 
Mrs.  Bert  re*  Sherman 
Mr  A  Mrs  Charles  D  LmJc 
Mrs.  John  Sherman 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Carl  Bruce  Gamer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J  Henry  Riley 
H.  L.  Shields 
Mr.  Roy  Shackelford 
Henry  Shields 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  J  Boh  Blackhick 
Dana  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Speed 

Morris  Smith 

Mrs  W  R.  Meredith 

Mrs.  Dana  Smith 

Ms  Wilma  Nell  Lee  and  Family 
Mr  A  Mrs  Dennis  McPhail 

Mrs.  George  Snath 


MAY  1,  1995- 
MAY  31, 1995 

HONORS 


APRIL  1, 1995- 
APRIL  30, 1995 

MEMORIALS 


William  E.  Magill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  A  Kidd 
Mrs.  Iva  Emily  Main 
Arlington  Heights  Baptist  Church 
George  &  Mattie  Manning 
Mrs.  George  Lyon 
Mr.  Johnnie  Martin 
Dr  A  Mrs.  Robert  Battle 
Mrs.  Summie  W.  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Waller  B  Moore 
Lois  L.  Mason 
Ms.  Billie  McCully 
Mrs  Ruth  Porter 
Mrs.  Winston  Mason 
Miss  Connie  Jackson 
Greg  Maxey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Springer 
Mr.  David  May 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jim  Wilkcrson 
Mr.  David  L.  May 
W.  T.  Anderson  and  Staff 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  H  Garrard  III 
Mrs.  Hazel  Johnston  &  Mr.  Davis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  D  Palmer 
Tom  Maynard 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jack  L.  Marshall 
Mr.  Ershal  McAlpin 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Kenneth  K.  Sullivan 
Mr.  John  R.  McCaskill 
Mike  and  Suzanne  Allen  A  Children 
William  McCormick 
Miss  Fay  Parker 
Mr.  Halley  McCullough 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Carter 
Mr.  Leslie  Wilkins 
M/M  W.  J  Me  Dade,  Willard,  Cliff 
Mr  A  Mrs  Edgar  J.  Garrett 
Mrs.  W.  D.  (LaVonne)  McDowell 
Mrs.  LaVonne  L.  Bishop 
Mr.  Eben  McGarr 
Dr.  A  Mrs  Roy  W  Daughdnll 
Clyde  McGee,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  R.  Cannada 
Mr  A  Mrs  Alkn  Clark  II 
Mr  A  Mrs  Mauncc  Brown 
John  Davfd  McGowan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bohlfy  Priest 
Rodney  McHenry 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  R  Blair 
Mrs.  Thelma  Mclnlire 
Mr  A  Mrs  Maurice  Brown 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Irwin  ^ 

Mrs.  Marvel  McKee 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Carman  Dixon 
Frank  A.  McLendon 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  R  Blair 
Matia  McLeod 
Mr.  James  W  Boozer 
Emmett  McMurry 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  G.  Bcvil 
Mrs.  Elmer  McNease 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Joe  C.  Hull 
Mrs.  Eunice  McNeece 
Ruth  SS.  FBC  Tupelo 
Mrs.  Cedi  McNeill 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Barney  R  Cook 
Mrs.  Hattie  McWhorter 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bobby  Gory 
Mr.  Kyle  Meredith 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  L  Travis 
J.  J.  Meyers 
Mrs.  Emit  Mac  Meyers 
Mr.  Rex  Mitchell 
Ora  Baptist  Church 
Rex  Mitchell 

Mr  A  Mrs  Jimmie  F  Baggett 
Parents  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Dale  Moore 
Paul  Williams  and  Bill  Moore 

Mr  A  Mrs  Carlton  Edmondson 
Mary  Murphy 
Mary  SS.  FBC  Gulfport 
Mr.  Jim  Mustin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Krandall  Howell 
The  Kenner  Harvey  Family 
Carl  Myers 

Mr  A  Mrs  Russell  Clanton 

John  Alfred  Nowell.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Alfred  Nowell 
Mim  Janette  Nowell 

II.  L.  Nowell 

Mrs.  Virginia  B.  Carpenter 

Mr.  R.  M.  O’Neal 
Mr.  Thornton  Burns 
Harry  O’Neill 
Crenshaw  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Julian  Ogletree 
Rchckah  SS.  FBC  McComh 
Mrs  Lonnie  L.  (Frances )  Smith 
Mr.  Oliver  Clifton  Papiian 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edwin  Little 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  W.  Blakcncy 
Mrs.  Wanda  Buchanan 
Bill  A  Louise  Palmer 
Mrs.  Ann  C.  Tillman 
Mr.  Buford  Parker 
Arlington  Heights  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  C.  Parker 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Billy  Owen 
Mr.  E.  C.  Parker 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Ruth 
Mrs.  Jamie  Tate  Parker 
Mr  A  Mrs  William  M  Parker  Jr. 

Mr.  Donald  G.  Patterson 
Mrs.  Marine  M.  Cole 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  W  Cochran 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  C.  W.  Applewhite 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Dickerson 
Dr  A  Mrs.  Norman  O’NcaJ 
Molly  Esther  &  Irene  Pennington 
The  Bohhy  G  Fleming  Family 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Perritt 
Mrs.  H  B.  Perrin 
Dorothy  Pettigrew 
Mrs.  Gladys  Frederick 
Mr.  Harris  Bailey  Peyton,  Jr. 

Mrs.  John  B.  Easter 
Mr  A  Mrs  Howard  B  Grubbs 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Floyd  Lynk  and  Margaret 
Mr.  Thomas  Bruton 
Georgia  Clarke 
Mrs  Mane  Hall 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Dale  Ramsey 
Ms  Barbara  Evans  Shackleford 
Bill  Turner 
Elizabeth  Wicks 
Mrs.  Sylvia  Hammett 
Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Van  Namcn 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Eugene  Bigham  III 
Albert  and  Ethel  Booth 
Mrs.  W.  E  Campbell 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Dick  Callcdgc 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Clark 
Mr  A  Mrs.  John  Cooler 
Mr  A  Mrs  Larry  Dunaway 
W  A.  Dunaway 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Joe  Franks 
Mrs.  C.  A.  HanJin 
Mr  Charles  W  Holmes 
Mr  A  Mrs  Garth  Ingram 
Mrs  Thomas  Keith 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  Monrow 
Mrs.  Ben  Scruggs 
Mr.  Bailey  Peyton 
Mr  and  Mrs.  D.  A  Furr  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Curu.s  Woods 
William  R.  Pharr,  Jr. 

Mrs  Nettie  Hays  Robinson 
Mr.  L.  C.  Phillips 
Mr  A  Mrs.  W  A.  Thomas 
James  Pickens 
Old  River  Supply.  Iik 
Don  and  John  Pickett 
Mr  A  Mrs  Barney  R  Cook 
Sherry  Pierce 
Pal  A  Gordon  Bain 
Pam  A  Kenny  Bancs 
Dr.  Ernest  R.  Pinson 
Spnng  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Mr  A  Mrs  Powell  F.  Poc 
Granddaughter  of  M/M  W.  H.  Pit 
Mr  A  Mrs  B  R.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Wava  Polk 
Mr  A  Mrs  Charles  Patterson 
Mr.  James  E.  Poole 
Mrs  Regina  M.  Holley 
Shlly  Portapan 
Mr  A  Mrs  Elmer  Brcnhaupi 
Wayne  Pouben 

Mr  A  Mrs  Daniel  B  Mulholland 
Vida  Puritt 

Senior  Adult  SS.  Shady  Gfuvc  BC 

Mr.  Clyde  Purvis 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  H  Mcrreli  Sr 
Mrs.  Eariine  Ramxy 
Mrs  J  O  Hollis 
Mr.  Dewitt  Ray 

Mr  A  Mrs  Dan  W  Southerland  Jr 

Janie  Felder  Reedy 

Mrs  Earl  Price 

Shelby  Reeves 

Mr  A  Mrs  Charley  W.  Junes 

Carrie  Renfroe 
Mr  Harry  Dcndy 
Love  Warner  Rke 
Frank  and  Sandra  Crosthwait 
John  A  Gail  England 
Hicks  Richardson 
Mr  Ahflrv  D  S.  Bowcnng 
Mark  Rigney 


Mothers  of  Fi delis  SS  Class  members 

Fidel  is  SS.  East  Mount  Zion  BC 
Ruth  SS.  FBC  Tupelo 

Ruth  FB  l«jp  ;o 

Senior  tilucns  of  F  BC  Tupelo 
Ruth  SS.  FBC  Tupelo 
Aundinc  Bole  ware 

Lajuan  1  cask) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garland  Brown 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Tom  Moak 
Mrs.  Earltne  Brown 
GshxI  Ncwv  Bible  Class  FBC 
Slarkvillc 
Dr.  Beth  M.  Cline 
Mr  4Mr>  Roy  n  'l-tvincks 
Mrs.  Aniucr  DodU>  *  , 

Jackie  A  Buck)  Donahoc.  Luke 
A  BioJ 

Donna  A  Jobnic  Hud«m  A  Tara 
Barbara  Ann  A  Wilkins  Lee 
Sandy  A  Jame  t\»-  • 

Ruby  ba>. 

Mr  A  M  rs.  Jimmy  Goolsby 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Janies  K.  Henry 
Mr.  A  Mi.-  Ruben  A  t.uikxigc 
Opal  JackwMi 
Larry  A  Laura  Jackson 
Mrs.  Lurluac  McCraw 
Mrs  Gcrrv  McGraw 
Mrs.  Johnnie  Mif'cr 
Salem  Baptist  Cnu tel. 

Peggy <  Phillips 
Larrs  .V  Lauia  Fu  - 
Neil  Shaw 

Angel  A  Kenny  Thomtou 
Harold  A  V  elma  Shirley 
Norene  Shirley 
Harold  A  Volm  -  Shirl  -s 

Velma  Shirk 
Angel  A  Kenny  Thoinum 

Myra  V .  Smith 

Dick  Smith 


Mrs.  Ruth  Vesey  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  H.  Crawford  Jr 
Omega  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Speed 
David  L.  May  &  Hazel  P.  Johnston 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  E.  Lawler 
Louise  Davis  Johnston 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raymond  L.  Craig  Jr. 
Mr.  David  May  &  Mrs.  Hazel 
Johnston 

Ms.  Carol  R  Bonclli 
Mrs.  Hasscllinc  B.  DcBoc 
Mrs.  Hazel  Pond  Johnston 
Mrs.  Anne  J.  Clark 
Nell  F.  Sansonc 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Branmng 
Dr.  A  Mrs  Ralph  Diamond 
The  McKnighl  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  G.  Thomas 
Mrs.  Hugh  Johnston 
Mrs  Sara  R  Caldwell 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  M.  E.  Hinmun 
Mary  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  B  Wall 
Mr.  Elmer  Jones 
Mrs  E  Cecil  Brower 
James  Jordan 
Gleaner  SS.  Bay  Springs  BC 
Mrs.  Burlene  Jordan  * 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Bohhy  L.  Horton 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Jordan 
Mrs.  Ruby  G  Hollingsworth 
Mr.  Oscar  Kent 
Mr  A  Mrs.  R.  E.  Everett 
Mr.  Jack  H.  Kirk,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubrey  M  Brumfield 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Kirk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pal  Gullcdgc 
Gary  Langley  .« 

Miss  Earlinc  Woods 


(to  be  continued) 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herman  L.  Dungan  Jr. 
Father  of  Mrs.  Richard  Lawrence 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  S.  Pilgrim 
Rev.  Hubert  Led  low 
Ms  Mignonnc  Maxwell 
Alice  Wade  Lee 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Calton  Edwards 
Mrs.  Alice  Lee 
Mr  A  Mrs.  D.  S.  Bowcnng 
Mrs.  Alycc  Lee 
Mrs  W.  S.  Hammond 
Mrs.  Pauline  Leslie 
Ruth  SS.  FBC  Grenada 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Pal  Gullcdgc 
Mrs.  Chester  Williams 
Pauline  Leslie 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Thcron  Bratton 
Mrs.  Ralph  (Grace)  Lilly 
Mrs.  Come  Elliott 
Ms.  Anno  Thompson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Thomas  C  Hill 
Dewanna  Livingston 
Kolola  Springs  Baptist  Church 
S.  L.  Long 
Ms.  Mane  Pittman 
Stan  Long 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Eugene  Bigham  III 
Mrs.  Odelle  Oury  Love 

Mr  A  Mrs  Raymond  L.  Craig  Jr 
Mr  A  Mrs  William  Switzer  A  Paula 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Love 
Mrs  Juanita  Coleman 
Mrs.  Lillian  Lucas 
Mrs.  Paine ta  McGahcy  Floyd 
Charhc  Faye  Lynchard 
Reedy  Acres  Staff.  Baptist 
Children's  Village 
Mr.  A  Mrs  James  Ham 
Mrs.  Ola  McElveen 
Mrs  Joan  McKee 
Mr  A  Mrs  IkeC  Presley 
Mrs  Mildred  Turner 
Bessie  Mae  Wells.  Jim  Ella 
A  Perry  Aden 

Mrs.  Bill  (Charlie  Faye)  Lynchard 
Mr  A  Mrs  D.  S  Bowcnng 
Mrs.  Louise  Haralson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Charles  O  Kyncrd 
Mr  A  Mrs  Clifton  Porter  A  family 
M/M  Bobby  Sandifcr.  Jo  Ann  A  Alan 
Mrs  Joyce  WihJT' 


Cindy  (left,  in  above  left  photo)  and  Pam  (above,  right)  participated  in  a 
program  designed  for  youth  at  the  “Lookin’  to  the  Future"  Conference  held  in 
Jackson  July  27-28.  The  Conference  is  sponsored  by  15  public  and  “rivate 
agencies  and  features  national,  regional,  and  local  leaders  in  the  child  care 
field  who  present  educational  workshops,  training,  and  dialogue.  This  year’s 
theme  was  “Children:  The  Heart  of  the  Matter.”  The  conference  concluded 
with  skits  presented  by  youths  who  participated  in  speciallv-aesignea  work¬ 
shops  while  Village  staff  were  attending  training  workshops. 


-f 


supervisors  he  did  not  want  to  Subsequent  meetings  with  the 
work  on  Sundays  for  religious  rea-  manager  failed  to  remedy  the  silu- 
sons,  Hamby  recounted,  he  was  ation,  Hamby  said,  and  by  the  end 
put  on  the  schedule  to  work  the  of  the  summer,  “The  stress  level 
first  Sunday  the  store  opened.  was  just  too  much.”  After  dis- 

Hamby  said  his  supervisor  later  cussing  the  situation  with  his 
showed  him  a  written  document  wife,  his  pastor,  and  others, 
from  a  district  manager  stating  Hamby  realized  he  had  been  com- 
every  employee  must  be  available  promising  his  convictions, 
to  work  Sundays,  with  no  excep-  When  he  went  to  tell  the  manager 
lions.  “At  that  time,  I  didn’t  know  he  no  longer  could  work  under 
the  legal  ramifications  of  what  was  those  conditions,  Hamby  said,  “He 
being  put  in  front  of  me,”  Hamby  conveyed  to  me  very  clearly  that 
said.  “I  just  knew  it  was  wrong.”  there  was  nothing  I  was  going  to  be 
By  then,  Hamby  said,  he  had  able  to  do  to  Wal-Mart.” 
worked  several  Sundays  and  was  In  November  1993  Hamby 
feeling  troubled  about  it.  “That's  filed  suit  against  Wal-Mart  Stores, 
when  the  stresses  really  set  in.  I  Inc.  His  lawyer.  Jay  Kirksey  of 
knew  that  I  was  going  to  have  to  Bolivar,  asked  for  $5  million  in 
choose  God  and  my  convictions,  damages.  At  the  time,  Hamby 
or  choose  my  job.”  said,  he  didn’t  realize  any  punitive 

Hamby’s  next  step  was  to  offer  damages  were  involved.  “All  I 
—  “against  my  convictions”  —  to  wanted  to  do  was  stop  Wal-Mart.” 
work  one  Sunday  a  month  to  keep  The  settlement  Hamby  reached 
his  job.  He  said  his  supervisor  ver-  with  Wal-Mart  Stores  July  28 
bally  agreed  to  the  arrangement,  called  for  the  company  to  pay 
but  then  he  was  scheduled  a  sec-  Hamby  an  undisclosed  amount  for 
ond  Sunday  the  same  month.  damages.  Both  parties  in  the  set- 

The  person  doing  the  scheduling  tlement  agreed  to  keep  the  amount 
told  him  she  was  unaware  of  any  confidential, 
such  agreement,  Hamby  said,  and  The  dismissal  order  states  Wal- 
she  later  testified  the  manager  had  Mart  Stores,  Inc.,  denies  any  lia- 
told  her,  “Schedule  Scott  on  Sun-  bility  or  wrongdoing  in  the  case, 
day  until  he  quits.”  Spokeswoman  Jane  Bockholt  said 

the  company  agreed  to  a  settle¬ 
ment  because  its  local  store  man¬ 
ager  had  made  a  mistake.  “We’re 
human....” 

Bockholt  said  the  corporation 
was  complying  with  the  settlement 
agreement  by  providing  training  in 
religious  discrimination  at  its  fall 
merchandise  meetings  in  Kansas 
City.  Wal-Mart  considers  the 
training  useful  for  its  employees 
and  thus  beneficial  to  customers, 
she  added.  “It’s  just  another  man¬ 
ner  of  doing  business.  For  one 
-t+iing,  it’s  the  law;  for  another 
thing,  il’s  another  way  to  take  care 
of  our  people.” 

Kirksey  believes  the  settle¬ 
ment  will  have  far-reaching 
impact.  Title  VII  of  the  federal 
civil  rights  laws  deals  with  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  race, 
sex  or  religion,  he  pointed  out. 
but  religious  discrimination  has 
received  less  attention  than  the 
other  two  types.  “It  looks  like  this 
will  be  the  case  that  will  catapult 
religious  discrimination  into  the 
public  awareness.” 


BOLIVAR,  Mo.  (BP)  —  Scott 
Hamby  hopes  his  victory  in  a  law¬ 
suit  against  the  nation's  largest 
retailer  will  encourage  Christians 
to  stand  up  for  their  beliefs  in  all 
aspects  of  life.  In  recent  years,  the 
23-year-old  said,  Christians  “have 
kind  of  become  known  as 
pushovers.” 

Because  Hamby  acted  on  his 
convictions.  Wal-Mart  Stores  Inc. 
is  under  a  court  order  to  train  the 
managers  of  its  2,200  stores  to 
avoid  religious  discrimination 
against  employees.  The  Wall 
Street  Journal  predicted  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  Hamby  case  “could 
have  far-reaching  implications  for 
other  companies  with  weekend 
staffing  needs  that  conflict  with 
workers’  religious  practices.” 

Hamby  and  his  wife  Stacey  are 
members  of  Southern  Hills 
Church,  Bolivar,  Mo.  He  is  a  1994 
graduate  of  Southwest  Baptist 
University,  Bolivar,  with  a  bache¬ 
lor’s  degree  in  theology. 

In  spring  1993,  Hamby  was 
working  part-time  in  the  electron¬ 
ics  department  of  the  Bolivar  Wal- 
Mart  when  the  county’s  repeal  of 
Missouri’s  “blue  laws"  allowed 
the  store  to  open  for  business  on 
Sundays.  Although  he  Uild  his 


Brotherhood  Commission. 

“A  lot  of  them  are  excited  to 
get  here  and  find  something  like 
this  they  can  get  theirs  hands  on.” 

Howard  sets  up  shop  at  Bap¬ 
tist  meetings-like  Jericho  and 
invites  men  to  pitch  in.  His  14- 
foot  trailer,  with  its  “Carpenter 
Shop”  logo  emblazoned  on  the 
side,  carries  all  the  tools  he 
needs.  The  Ridgecrest  project 
will  benefit  Calvary  Indian 
Church  of  Union,  which  minis¬ 
ters  in  the  shadow  of  a  Choctaw 
casino  on  the  nearby  reservation. 

The  Carpenter  Shop  is  avail¬ 
able  to  churches  and  associations 
interested  in  a  weeklong  missions 
project.  The  trailer  tours  the  west¬ 
ern  United  States  in  January  and 
February,  the  midseejion  of  the 
country  in  March  and  April,  and 
the  eastern  states  in  May  and 
June.  The  sequence  repeats  the 
next  six  months. 

For  more  information  about 
the  Carpenter  Shop,  contact  the 
Adults  in  Missions  Department  of 
the  Brotherhood  Commission  at 
(901)  272-2461. 

I  oo  n  I 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  — 
The  whine  of  a  table  saw  and  the 
smell  of  sawdust  fill  the  tent 
pitched  on  the  front  parking  lot  at 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference 
Center  near  Asheville,  N.C. 

Inside,  a  dozen  men  or  so  lean 
intently  over  their  work  benches 
—  measuring,  remeasuring,  cut- 
ungTpieeii^jju  nailing,  staining  — 
as  they  concentrate  on  the  task  at 
hand:  building  furniture  for  a 
Choctaw  Indian  mission  con¬ 
gregation  in  Mississippi. 

The  crew  consists  of  men 
attending  the  Jericho  missions 
festival  held  each  year  at  Ridge¬ 
crest.  An  identical  festival  is 
held  each  year  at  Glorieta 
(N.M.)  Conference  Center.  The 
festivals  seek  to  break  down  bar¬ 
riers  to  missions  involvement  by 
giving  people  hands-on  missions 
experiences?' 

It  doesn’t  get  any  more  hands- 
on  than  this. 

“Some  men  come  with  their 
wives  to  a  conference  like  this 
and  dread  sitting  through  the 
seminars  and  workshops,”  said 
crew  foreman  M.B.  Howard,  a 
Mission  Service  Corps  volun¬ 
teer  who  coordinates  mission 
construction  projects  for  the 


Ron  Mumbnwei  f'h.D. 
"Sinister  ot  Counseling 
First  Chur xh.  Jackson 


My  husband  was  raised  in  a  My  husband  is  not  a  Christ- 
home  with  a  full-time  maid.  We  ion.  He  is  a  good  person  and  a 
don  7  have  that  luxury,  but  he  good  father,  but  /  rarely  trust  his 
treats  me  as  if  /  am  the  maul,  dbitity  u>  make  ihiporfanl  family 
How  can  /  correct  his  mis  imp  res-  decisions  because  I  am  not  sure 
sion  of  my  role?  his  decisions  are  Bible-based.  I 

really  think  the  problem  is  with 
Does  he  know  how  you  feel  me:  his  lack  of  faith  makes  me 
about  this?  Let  him  know  what  feel  unsafe. 
you  are  feeling  and  then  follow 

up  with  actions.  Since  he  was  Pray  for  him  —  for  his  salva- 
raised  with  a  maid,  he  may  lion,  ot  course,  but  also  that  he 
’expect  women  in  the  house  to  will  receive  insight  into  the  needs 
wait  on  him.  Old  habits  like  this  of  his  family.  Scripture  tells  us  to 
are  hard  to  break,  and  even  hard-  pray  for  our  leaders,  and  that 
er  to  break  when  reinforced.  If  includes  our  home  leaders, 
you  don’t  want  to  be  treated  as  a  Watch  for  insights  and  good 
maid,  tell  your  husband  (and  judgment;  acknowledge  those  to 
children)  that  things  are  chang--  him  and  in  prayer.  A  child  can 
ing.  When  you  make  new  rules,  learn  discipline,  obedience, 
be  prepared  to  enforce  the  new  respect,  and  boundaries  from  a 
rules  even  it  you  are  challenged  non-Christian  father,  but  having 
—  you  can  t  make  exceptions  you  there  to  “flesh  out”  godly 
just  because  a  family  member  principles  is  essential  if  your 
isn’t  “happy.”  Establishing  new  children  are  to  lead  fulfilling 
habits  takes  about  21  days.  Don't  lives.  I  am  concerned  that  you 
forget  to  give  affirmation  for  a  feel  unsafe.  Is  that  feeling  due  to 
job  well  done.  A  side  note:  Moth-  his  conduct,  or  are  you  fearful  of 
ers,  please  teach  your  sons  early  the  vulnerability  that  comes  with 
on  to  be  responsible  around  the  trusting  someone?  If  he  is  basi- 
house.  Your  future  daughter-in-  cally  a  good  person,  as  you 
law  may  love  you  or  hate  you  describe  him,  why  are  you  afraid 
based  on  how  well  your  son  has  he  will  place  you  in  danger?  Pon- 
been  taught  to  treat  her  in  matters  der  that  and  talk  with  your  pastor 
like  this.  or  counselor  about  this  issue. 
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Q  WG  WKTBW  WYI  PGRUW,  XBR  VRUQYYQYU  WYI 
XBR  RYIQYU,  HWQXB  XBR  KPSI,  DBQAB  QH,  WYI 
DBQAB  DWH,  WYI  DBQAB  QH  XP  APGR,  XBR 
WKGQUBXL. 

SRJRKWXQPY  PYR: .  RQUBX 
This  week's  clue:  X  equals  T. 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
lames  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week’s  puzzle:  Philemon  Twenty-One. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec • 

_  _  _  _  _  _  . _ ■ _  mm**  T/l'l/ir  (Vimo 


ord.  r.O.  Box  330.  Jackson.  MS  39203-0330.  Please  be  brief,  name 
Is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make 
recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


September  7, 1995 


